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Report of the Executive Committee, 2014–2015 

The Executive Committee present their report for 
the year 2014–15 and the audited financial state-
ments for the year to 31 December 2014. 

Status 
The Campaign for Homosexual Equality is a member-
ship organisation governed by its Executive Com-
mittee in accordance with its Constitution. The Consti-
tution, incorporating the Aims, can be viewed online 
at www.c-h-e.org.uk/constitution.htm. 

Decision Making 
The Annual Conference decides the policy of the Cam-
paign. The Executive Committee (EC) is responsible for 
day-to-day administration and the implementation of 
Conference policies. Under the Constitution there 
may be up to nine EC Members, three elected by the 
membership each year to serve for two years, plus 
three co-opted. Elections take place after the Annual 
Conference. 

Responsibilities of the Executive  
The EC are responsible for the preparation of financial 
statements for each financial year to give a true and 

fair view of the Campaign’s incoming resources and 
application of resources for the year then ended. In 
preparing the financial statements they are required 
to make judgements and estimates that are 
reasonable and prudent, and prepare the financial 
statements on the going concern basis. 

The EC are responsible for keeping proper ac-
counting records which disclose with reasonable ac-
curacy at any time the financial position of the Cam-
paign. They are also responsible for safeguarding the 
assets and taking reasonable steps for the prevention 
and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

The Campaign has no employees, does not own 
any property, and has no obligations (except for the 
ongoing work on Amiable Warriors) which might 
entail long-term financial commitments. 

Funding and financial position 
The Campaign relies almost entirely on membership 
subscriptions and donations, apart from occasional 
windfall receipts in the form of legacies, and any in-
vestment income arising from any unspent balance of 
these. From 2015 onwards there will be additional 
income from sales of Amiable Warriors Volume One. 
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The audited accounts for the year ended 31 
December 2014 are presented on pages 22 and 23 of 
this Annual Report. 

Activities and future strategy 
In February 2015 CHE published Volume One of 
Amiable Warriors, Peter Scott-Presland’s book about 
the history of CHE and its times. CHE has also held 
quarterly meetings for members and other interested 
people, and issued newsletters. Details of all CHE 
activities can be found in articles in this Annual 
Report, or on our website at www.c-h-e.org.uk. 

The scope for additional activities is limited by the 
availability of volunteers. We always welcome more 
people to get involved as volunteers and EC members. 

Budgetary guidelines 
 The EC, in consultation with the Trustees, have 
decided that the main priority for spending in future 
will be the publication of Volumes Two and Three of 
Amiable Warriors. For budgetary purposes the 
assumption is that this will require an expenditure of 
the order of £35,000. 

The normal running expenses of the Campaign will 

continue to be funded within the subscription income. 

Grants and donations 
In 2014 the Campaign made grants and donations to 
the total of £1,000, comprising: 
 £200 to Opening Doors London for food at the 

older LGBT people’s event on London Pride day 
 £500 to LGBT History Month towards the 2015 pre-

launch held in November 2014 
 £300 to LGBT History Month for the first Allan 

Horsfall Memorial Lecture, delivered by Charles 
Upchurch. 
The scope for grants and donations from now 

onwards will be more limited; however the EC have 
agreed to continue sponsoring the Allan Horsfall 
Memorial Lecture for four more years and are looking 
to expand the partnership with LGBT History Month. 

Approved by the Executive Committee on 28 April 
2015 and signed on their behalf by: 
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coming increasingly clear that much of the story of 
the struggle for LGBT equality is in danger of being 
lost. Peter Scott-Presland was fortunate in being able 
to interview some of the key players before they, and 
their memories, were gone forever. 

It was good to hear that an official 
history is being planned for Kenric, the 
major nationwide lesbian organisation, 
founded in 1965, but there were many 
smaller gay and LGBT groups around the 
country, some of them starting out as 
CHE groups, others independent: who is 
to record their history? Perhaps a 
campaign is needed to ensure that the 
memories of past LGBT life are 

recorded, and the records preserved for posterity, at 
a time when major institutions such as the Hall-
Carpenter Archive are running out of space and 
resources. We are exploring ways of working more 
closely with Schools Out / LGBT History Month, and 
also with the UK LGBT History Project, whose online 
encyclopaedia is now getting established as a one-
stop shop for basic information about our 
communities through the centuries. 

The past twelve months have seen some major mile-
stones in the history of CHE: our 50th anniversary, 
celebrated in Manchester, and the publication of 
Volume One of Amiable Warriors, subtitled A Space to 
Breathe. We’ve also seen, alas, the death of some 
more of the pioneers from the early 
days: this issue of the Annual Report has 
three more obituaries, to add to five in 
the previous year, and our founder, 
Allan Horsfall, the year before. So where 
do we go from here? 

Part of the answer is obvious: the 
unanimously positive comments we’ve 
received on Amiable Warriors Volume 
One amply confirm that we were right 
to entrust this work to Peter Scott-Presland. The 
overriding priority for CHE over the next few years has 
to be to help Peter to complete Volumes Two and 
Three, and also to market the entire work as widely as 
possible. We are also looking at ways, working with 
our publishers, the Paradise Press collective, to ensure 
that Amiable Warriors, can continue to be in print and 
available into the next generation. 

As the pioneering generation passes away, it’s be-

Where next for CHE? 
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CHE members were invited to Manchester in October 
2014 to celebrate our 50th anniversary. On 7 October 
a plaque was unveiled outside Church House, Deans-
gate, where the North Western Homosexual Law Re-
form Committee (which later became the Campaign 
for Homosexual Equality) held its inaugural meeting 
on 7 October 1964. Following the unveiling, we had 
tea in the Lord Mayor’s parlour, Manchester Town 
Hall, with speeches by the Lord Mayor and the Bishop 

of Manchester (who 
shared his memories 
of Ted Wickham, long-
serving Bishop of Mid-
dleton, host of the 
original Church House 
meeting). 

In the evening a 
number of us were 
guests at the Homo 
Heroes Awards, or-
ganised by the Lesbian 
and Gay Foundation 
(LGF). We were sur-
prised and delighted 
to receive the Alan Tu-
ring Memorial Award 
(a certificate and an 
impressive glass tro-
phy) for CHE’s 50 
years’ service to the 
LGBT community. 

CHE’s 50 years service recognised 

Left to right: the Lord Mayor, the Bishop, Paul Martin 
(Chief Executive of LGF), Peter Scott-Presland The trophy 
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A Space to Breathe, the first volume of Amiable 
Warriors, Peter Scott-Presland's history of CHE, was 
published in February 2015 by Paradise Press. Based 
on interviews with about thirty people directly 
involved, together with the records of CHE and 
reports in local newspapers, it has taken 
four years of research and writing, but the 
result is a comprehensive account of what 
happened during the sixties and early sev-
enties to bring about the first change in 
the law and the beginnings of the modern 
out and proud LGBT movement.  

The book opens with a wide-ranging 
survey of early gay rights movements 
which existed in Europe and North Ameri-
ca before the 1960s, and continues with 
the campaigns to implement the rec-
ommendations of the 1957 Wolfenden Re-
port for partial decriminalisation of male 
homosexuality in England and Wales. For 
the first time though, it focuses attention, not just on 
London-based parliamentary lobbying, but also on the 
grass-roots movement in the north of England whose 
story has so far been overlooked. It also shows how, 

in the five years following the 1967 Act, local groups 
sprang up and took root across the country offering 
support and places to meet and organise for lesbians 
and gay men. It ends with the lead-up to the first 
national conference of CHE held in Morecombe in 

1973 at which the local groups came 
together to form a truly national or-
ganisation.  

Appropriately, the first launch of 
the book took place in Manchester on 
14 February at the Villagio restaurant 
in Canal Street. It was attended by 
around 25 people, many of them past 
and present CHE members including 
Martin Stafford and Peter Naughton 
whose roles in the early years are cov-
ered in the book. Peter Scott-Presland 
gave interviews to the local gay radio 
station and to the Bolton Evening 
News. A second launch, on 5 March at 

Gays the Word bookshop in London, was attended by 
more than forty people, some of whom were able to 
contribute their own recollections of people and 
events covered in Volume One. 

Amiable Warriors launched 
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The book has been extremely well received by all 
those who have so far seen it and Peter deserves 
thanks and congratulations for all the dedicated work 
that has gone into producing it. Our task now is to 
bring it to the attention of a wider audience, especial-
ly academic historians, newspapers, magazines and 
bookshops and indeed to present day LGBT organisa-

tions and people for whom our history is important. 
This is proving a large task for which we at present 
have only very few people and so we are appealing 
for anyone who would like to help in any way to get in 
contact, either via CHE or through through the web-
site – www.amiable-warriors.uk. 

Peter's work on Volume Two is well underway, 

Celebration at the Manchester launch 
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Manchester in Love 

taking the story forward to chronicle the development 
during the early 1970s of a national organisation to 
press for equality and liberation alongside others such 
as GLF, Pride events and the gay press. We hope to 
see it ready for publication in 2016. Information about 
progress on this will be provided on the website 
(which also contains details of how to order copies of 
Volume One) and in CHE bulletins. 

Nick Billingham 

The Manchester launch of Amiable Warriors Volume 
One took place on the Valentine’s weekend 2015 
alongside the first national LGBT History Conference. 
The packed conference programme included Peter 
Scott-Presland giving the keynote address (on filling 
the gaps in LGBT history: read the full text of the 
address at www.amiable-warriors.uk/keynote.shtml), 
and the conference opened with the first Allan 
Horsfall Memorial Lecture, sponsored by CHE and de-
livered by Charles Upchurch, Associate Professor of 
History at Florida 
State University. 

Our friends at 
LGBT History Month / 
Schools Out are cur-
rently planning the 
2016 festival (theme: 
religion, belief and 
philosophy) and CHE 
will of course contin-
ue to be involved. 

Charles Upchurch 

Peter Scott-Presland with Jim MacSweeney 
of Gays the Word at the London Launch 
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The CHE Vice President and international concert 
pianist Peter Katin died on 19 March 2015, in hospital 
in Bexhill. He was 84. In the 1950s he was the must-
have choice for the big romantic 
concertos, and really put himself 
on the musical map with an 
electrifying performance of 
Rachmaninov’s Third Piano Con-
certo at the Proms in 1953. In 
1958 he was the first British 
pianist to be invited to Moscow 
since the War, and throughout 
the 1960s toured Europe and the 
USA. He recorded extensively for 
Decca, something of a pin-up 
with his ascetic profile.  

While peddling the usual war-
horses, he was becoming in-
creasingly tired of the same 
extrovert repertoire. A reticent 
man, he felt more at home in the intimacy of the 
recital room, and soon became one of the leading 
interpreters of Chopin in the world. 

By the 1970s he was increasingly out of step with 

the growing commercialisation and aggressive mar-
keting of the classical music industry. He emigrated to 
become Professor of Piano at the University of 

Western Ontario. Returning to 
the UK in 1984, he did not like 
what he saw: “I picked up a copy 
of the Gramophone [the music 
magazine] and found naked 
ladies draped over the cellos … 
the rot was everywhere.” Never-
theless he continued to perform 
self-funded recitals until he 
retired in 2004. In later years he 
was plagued by the pain of a 
damaged tendon in his right 
hand, the legacy of stretching 
himself, literally and meta-
phorically, in the great lush 
chording and finger-twisting 
gymnastics of the nineteenth 

century.  
He wasn’t one for modern music: Debussy was 

about as far forward as he came in his discography. 
However he forayed far away from his beloved 

Peter Katin, 1930–2015  
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Chopin. His recordings of Clementi sonatas helped to 
re-establish that composer, and his Rachmaninov 
Preludes are a classic. Where some found coldness in 
his playing, others found transcendence. 

He put his formidable gifts at the service of gay 
rights. With the support of his wife Eva [he was 
bisexual] he became one of the earlier members of 
the Homosexual Law Reform Society, and started to 
give regular benefit recitals for the HLRS at the Wig-
more Hall and St John’s Smith Square. This did not 
always endear him to his fans. Doris Locke wrote to 
him: 

The CHE leaflet is staggering in its aggressive im-
pudence and quite sickening, but none of the bel-
ligerent demands for recognition from these 
people can transform them into decent beings or 
make them acceptable to those who enjoy a nor-
mal life. … I can see that your feelings would be 
completely insensitive to those of a lady finding 
herself through no fault of her own in a gathering 
largely composed of your CHE upholders. 

When the old North West Committee was trying to 
get Esquire Clubs off the ground in 1968, he was one 
of the few HLRS supporters who championed Horsfall 

and Gosling’s endeavours. He joined the upstart 
organisation. Living as he did in South Croydon, he 
was delighted to find a group on his doorstep, and 
joined as an ordinary member, briefly signing up for 
the Correspondence Club too. When he was invited to 
become a Vice-President of CHE in 1972, along with 
about eighty others of the Great and Good, he was 
the only one who was also an unassuming foot-
soldier. 

He gave recitals in his airy studio for the local 
group, as well as hosting socials. On one memorable 
occasion in 1972, when a performance was filmed for 
a BBC2/Open University documentary, faulty electrics 
caused his white Persian carpet to catch fire. The BBC 
didn’t compensate him. 

Peter toured extensively, and tried to fit in a visit 
and a talk to a local group whenever his schedule took 
him near one. He never talked about homosexuality, 
always about life as a concert pianist. He was a highly 
popular speaker, because he had no ‘side’ to him, and 
always stayed to the end to socialise after his talk. 

The recital – proposed recital – which became a 
cause célèbre was promoted by Tunbridge Wells and 
Medway CHEs in 1974, and due to take place in the 
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Assembly Rooms in Tunbridge Wells. However, the 
Council slapped a ban on the event when they 
discovered who were putting it on. In doing so they 
made themselves a laughing stock, and the local 
paper was full of derisive letters, nearly all by 
heterosexual music lovers: 

Concert-goers are notoriously indiscriminate in 
choosing their entertainment and it is therefore 
quite seemly that they should be denied the op-
portunity to attend a concert of this seedy nature. 
Also, one shudders to imagine the type of person 
who may be attracted to a concert promoted by 
such an organisation. We do not want these per-
sons mincing in our magnificent Assembly Hall 
and soiling the seat cushions with their effemi-
nate clothing…. I am sure that all respectably 
minded gentlefolk of Tunbridge Wells will heave a 
sigh of relief as the Entertainments Committee 
ushers in a new era of clean, decent, heterosexual 
entertainment such as Bingo, Wrestling etc. 

The Council backed down after being pilloried both by 
local rate-payers and by fellow CHE Vice-Presidents 
who also wrote in support. It promised that it would 
allow a future recital, but this never materialised. 

The spectacle of music lovers rallying round so 
strongly was a measure of the affection in which he 
was held as a performer. The outpouring of apprecia-
tion on the internet when he died was equally strong. 
His support for gay rights in the Tunbridge Wells case, 
however, brought him serious death threats from 
other sources: 

I wouldn’t let a little boy in the same room as you, 
you are the kind of man who murders small kids. 
Why don’t you die. Look out we will get you, a 
silent shot, we are waiting for you. 

Peter continued to do benefits and give talks until he 
went to Canada. In the 1980s he rather lost touch 
with CHE, though he remained on the letterhead. He 
was delighted to be remembered when I went to in-
terview him with Ross Burgess for Amiable Warriors in 
2012, and had no regrets at all about his twenty years’ 
unwavering support for homosexual equality. I found 
a gentle, soft-spoken man, who was also capable of 
sudden moments of sharpness where his musical 
reputation was at stake. For all his overt persona of 
reticence, he had a spine of steel. 

Peter Scott-Presland 
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Michael Mason, who died of cancer on 1 February 
2015 aged 67, was a pioneer of gay journalism, first as 
news editor of Gay News under Denis Lemon in the 
1970s and then as joint founder and editor of Capital 
Gay in London with Graham McKerrow in the 1980s. 
As such he was a very well-known 
figure to many CHE members at 
conferences and also as a member 
and frequent presence at the 
London Monday Group (LMG) in 
Notting Hill: for fifteen years Capital 
Gay sponsored the Capital Quiz run 
by LMG which involved teams from 
groups all over London. At the CHE 
conference in 1976 he produced a 
daily newspaper The Daily Gay 
which, by combining a readable 
tabloid style with up-to-the-minute 
reports, in some ways pre-figured Capital Gay.  

It is difficult to do justice to Michael's wide range 
of interests and the many milestone events in which 
he played an often central part. As a member of GLF 
he addressed one of the earliest Pride events in 
Trafalgar Square in 1972. At Gay News he played a key 

role in keeping the paper going through the trial for 
blasphemy brought against Denis Lemon by Mary 
Whitehouse (Gay News had published James Kirkup’s 
poem detailing a Roman centurion's gay fantasies 
about the crucified body of Jesus Christ). In 1979 after 

being detained with his partner Carl 
Hill while entering the USA he was 
invited to lead the Gay Pride march 
in San Francisco.  

Michael was one of the first to 
recognise the threat of AIDS, and 
Capital Gay instigated regular report-
ing of the subject, becoming a vital 
source of information and advice for 
gay men and even for doctors. It is 
credited by the Oxford English Dic-
tionary with the first use in print in 
this country of the term ‘HIV’. 

Capital Gay broke the story of police entrapment 
of gay men in Earls Court which led to a debate in 
Parliament in 1984 in which CHE co-operated in 
briefing MPs. The paper was again in the news in Par-
liament in 1987 after its premises suffered an arson 
attack which the Tory MP Elaine Kellet-Bowman 

Michael Mason, 1947–2015  
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declared to be ‘quite right’. When Section 28 
(outlawing the promotion of homosexuality by local 
authorities) was first introduced in Parliament, 
Michael published a strong editorial (in reponse to a 
prompt by CHE) drawing atten-
tion to the danger it represented. 
Thereafter Capital Gay played a 
key role in mobilising the opposi-
tion of lesbians and gay men 
before it was taken seriously by 
opposition MPs.  

The gay press no longer seems 
to play such a key role, but in the 
1970s and 80s it was of enormous 
importance not only in reporting 
news but in providing information and fostering a 
sense of community which was struggling to emerge 
after decades of repression. In its heyday Gay News 
was a lifeline for lesbians and gay men with its 
nationwide guide to venues and groups, contact ads, 
reviews of books and the arts and articles on all sorts 
of gay issues. And Capital Gay was essential reading 
for Londoners as one of the first free newspapers that 
became well known in pubs and clubs and other gay 

outlets across the city. That both publications adopted 
the highest journalistic standards and proved reliable 
and enduring through difficult years is in large meas-
ure thanks to Michael Mason.  

Michael retired from journal-
ism and spent the next ten years 
working for a law firm dealing 
with gay immigration cases. A year 
before his death he bought a flat 
on the seafront in Brighton where 
he intended to spend his retire-
ment, but sadly never got to enjoy 
it. His funeral at Highgate ceme-
tery was attended by a large 
number of friends and former 

colleagues (and even a representative from his old 
school Lancing College) for whom his memory will 
long live on.  

Not long before his death he gave a lengthy inter-
view to William Brougham which can be seen on 
YouTube (search for ‘Remembering Michael Mason: In 
his own words’). It is a fitting tribute to his life and the 
eventful times through which we have lived. 

Nick Billingham 
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Ike Cowen, 1917–2015  
drinking and driving; a providential second fire 
allowed them to collect the insurance, and the money 

went into a trust fund which is 
still giving out grants to gay 
groups today. 
Ike was also heavily involved in 
1970 in setting up the National 
Federation of Homophile Or-
ganisations, an ill-fated attempt 
to start an umbrella group to 
represent all LGBT organisa-
tions in the UK. It foundered on 
an unwieldy constitution which 
tried to impose a group disci-
pline on member organisations, 
and CHE and SMG in Scotland 
both left in 1973, leaving it a 
mere shell. 

But it was as CHE Legal 
Officer that Ike made his greatest contribution to 
LGBT history. He put flesh on the bare bones of a 
constitution, which Michael Steed hastily drew up on 
the back of an envelope. He advised groups about 
their legal situation, for example whether they could 

Harold Edward (Ike) Cowen died in a Nottingham 
nursing home on the same day as Peter Katin; he was 
97. 

Ike was a barrister and senior 
law lecturer, first in Luton and 
later at Trent Polytechnic as it 
then was, and at Sheffield 
Hallam University; he was CHE’s 
legal officer 1970–76, but he had 
fingers in many other pies. He 
was a prime mover of a Notting-
ham social group, Night Off, 
before CHE was organising local 
groups, and started Nottingham 
CHE in late 1970. 

By this time he had also set 
up the Pavilion Club, the first gay 
club in the UK owned by its 
members, situated on the re-
mote outskirts of Shardlow, halfway between Derby 
and Nottingham. This was to survive for nearly 15 
years, despite police attempts to close it down (out of 
hours drinking, naughty doings in the toilets) and a 
fire. In the end it was killed by the new breath test for 
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clarity. So much so that the Tory grandee Sir Marcus 
Fox MP wrote to CHE inviting whoever drafted the bill 
to join the drafting committee in the House of 
Commons. Ike politely declined, saying he didn’t think 
he could bring the same skills to bear on something 
like the White Fish Authority as he could to 
homosexual equality. 

The bill was never taken up in Parliament. In the 
House of Commons, the Labour majority was just 
three after the October 1974 election, and this was 
speedily whittled away in by-elections, leaving the 
Government to stagger on with the support of the 
Liberals (the Lib-Lab pact). It was no time to ask MPs 
to sponsor something which was universally seen as a 
vote-loser, even by those in favour of it. The nearest it 
came to getting Parliamentary time was when Lord 
Beaumont of Whitley, former Chairman of the Albany 
Trust, offered to propose it in the House of Lords. He 
was dissuaded by a former chairman of the HLRS, C. H. 
Rolph, who had viewed CHE with something verging 
on contempt since the late 60s. He whispered in 
Beaumont’s ear that the Bill was vilely drafted, and he 
would do himself no favours to be associated with it. 
The discrepancy between the opinions of Fox and 

admit under-21s as members, since male gay sex was 
illegal below that age. (They could admit anyone, he 
said, but under 18 was slightly risky without parental 
permission.) His legal advice was exhaustive, and 
somewhat exhausting in its formality, very unlike the 
witty and engaging man he was in private. 

His greatest achievement was drafting the pro-
posed CHE Sexual Offences Bill which was presented 
to MPs in 1975. This would have made an equal age of 
consent at 16, eliminated the rickety and restrictive 
definition of ‘privacy’ which applied uniquely to gay 
sex, brought Scotland, Northern Ireland, the armed 
forces and merchant navy into the Equality fold, and 
obliterated the Law Lords’ judgement that homosexu-
ality was ‘not lawful in the fullest sense’. 

This Bill was prepared by a working party, the most 
prominent members of which were Ike, Bernard 
Greaves of Cambridge, and Ian Buist of Wandsworth 
CHE; these members were never able to fix up a 
meeting, so drafts would circulate by post, comments 
would come back and themselves be circulated, 
redrafts would go out, and the whole elaborate 
process repeat itself. It took eighteen months to 
complete, but the result was a model of concision and 
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Rolph is so striking that it’s almost impossible to avoid 
the conclusion that an airing of the Bill was scuppered 
by malice. 

Ike left CHE when he failed to be re-elected in 
1976. His manifesto was uncompromising: CHE’s 
prime focus had to be law reform and it should not be 
diverted into other campaigns it had not the money, 
manpower or expertise to take on. CHE itself was 
moving on, embracing feminism and more general 
equalities issues. Ike’s time had gone. When I inter-
viewed him for Amiable Warriors in 2012, I asked him 
why he had left CHE. ‘I didn’t leave CHE, CHE left me,’ 
he replied tersely. 

Ike was always one of the older members of CHE – 
ten years older than founder Allan Horsfall. Yet he was 
slim, handsome, and radiated charisma. He was 
always good company, and had a fund of stories, 
especially after he had had a drink or two (which was 
quite often). He told of the time when he was repre-
senting a husband in a divorce case, and the wife’s 
counsel demanded £X per annum. Unfortunately this 
was mis-spelt in the documents as per anum. ‘My 
Lord,’ said Ike, ‘My client was expecting to pay 
through the nose, rather than …’ His lordship was so 

tickled that he reduced the wife’s claim substantially. 
In 1972 he was invited to speak to a conference of 

senior police officers in Sheffield on the subject of 
policing homosexuals and the Sexual Offences Act 
1967. This was the first time that a gay rights cam-
paigner had been asked to address a police confer-
ence, and it would be many years before such an 
opportunity arose again. When he rose to speak, he 
faced a sea of dark blue – 2,000 men (they were all 
men then) of the rank of inspector and above. 

‘Gentlemen,’ he opened. ‘I used to describe myself 
as a practising homosexual, but by now I think I’m 
rather good at it…’ 

Ike was a class act. It was CHE’s tragedy that it 
attracted so few of his calibre, and many of those it 
did attract it could not retain or make the fullest use 
of. 

Ike was married to an American, Peggy, for 55 
years: a relationship which started during the war as a 
figleaf became a strong bond of companionate 
friendship. He is survived by one son, Bruce. 

Peter Scott-Presland 
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With all the special events around the 50th anniver-
sary celebrations and the Amiable Warriors launch, we 
only managed to fit in two Quarterly Meetings 
(including the AGM) rather than our usual four. 

AGM and Conference, May 2014 
Our 42nd AGM and Conference was held on 31 May 
2014 at the London Friend Office, Caledonian Road, 

King’s Cross. The guest speaker was Surat Knan, gen-
derqueer activist and 
founder of Rainbow 
Jews. Surat if pressed 
would admit to being 
female and lesbian, 
but prefers ideally to 
reject gender identi-
ties, and gender-
based pronouns, alto-
gether. A lively dis-

cussion ensued. 
 The meeting concluded with a panel discussion 

on the History of CHE, chaired by Peter Scott-
Presland, with Paul Temperton (former General 

Secretary), Michael Steed (former Chairman), and 
Cllr Paul Fairweather of Manchester. 

Quarterly Meeting, November 2014 
The speaker at our Quarterly Meeting on Sunday 30 
November was Donald West, better known to an ear-
lier generation as D. J. West. He wrote what was poss-
ibly the most widely-read book about homosexuality 
in the 1950s and 60s, without revealing that he was 
gay himself. In 2012 by contrast his autobiography, 
Gay Life, Straight Work, was a very explicit coming 
out. 

Recent meetings 

Surat Knan 

Left to right: Michael Steed, Peter Scott-Presland, 
Paul Fairweather, Paul Temperton 
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CHE is a member of: 
 The Consortium of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 

Transgendered Voluntary and Community Organi-
sations 

 The Cutting Edge Consortium 

 SLAGO (the Surrey and London Association of Gay 
Organisations) 

 ILGA (the International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Trans and Intersex Association) 

CHE supports: 
 LGBT History Month 

 The UK LGBT History Project 

 the LGBT campaigns e-list 

Affiliated organisations: 
 Berkshire Older Lesbian and Gay Forum (BOLGaF) 

 CAGS (Croydon Area Gay Society) 

 LGBT Youth North West 

 Marylebone and Paddington CHE Group 

We welcome affiliation by LGBT groups, or by other 
organisations that support the aims of CHE. 

All CHE members receive a Newsletter three or four 
times a year, plus other mailings and invitations to 
meetings, and the chance to influence and take part in 
our campaigns. 

Membership costs a minimum of £12 a year (non-
earners £6). You can write to us at the address on the 
back page, download the membership form at 
www.c-h-e.org.uk/membership.htm, or e-mail us at 
membership@c-h-e.org.uk. 

Donald gave us an interesting talk about his life as 
a psychiatrist, criminologist, and psychical researcher, 

and aspects of 
coming out were 
well covered in the 
following discus-
sion. 

Peter Scott-
Presland then read 
us an extract from 
Amiable Warriors. 

 

Donald West 
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CHE contributed towards the cost of the LGBT History 
Month Pre-launch for 2015, held at the Museum of St 
John, Clerkenwell in November 2014. We had a stall 
promoting Amiable Warriors, and made some useful 
contacts and took a advance orders. In December we 
had a stall at the at the LGBT Conference at the 
London Metropolitan Archives. 

News in Brief 
A Christian-run bakery in Newtownabbey, County 
Antrim, refused to provide a cake with a gay message 
for IDAHO (the International Day against Homophobia 
and Transphobia) in May 2014. The case has since 
gone to the Northern Ireland High Court. 

From December 2014, same-sex couples in Scotland 
were able to get married, and couples in England and 
Wales could convert their civil partnership to a 
marriage. 

Trans Pride in July 2014 featured 
what is claimed to be the first ever 
trans march in Europe, with 
around 450 people marching along 
St James’s Street, Brighton, to the 
festival in New Steine Gardens. 

In July 2014, Tom Daley won a gold 
medal at the Common-
wealth Games, and Michael 
Cashman was made a life 
peer after standing down 

from the European Parliament. 

Congratulations to Sue Sanders, founder of Schools 
Out and LGBT History Month. She’s now an honorary 

Emeritus Professor at the 
Harvey Milk Institute, in 
recognition of her ‘sus-
tained and distinguished 
service to the LGBT Com-
munity’. The photo shows 
Sue receiving the certificate 
from Stuart Milk. 

By March 2015 pages in the LGBT History Project’s 
online encyclopaedia had been viewed four million 
times. It now has articles about every county and 
district in the UK. www.lgbthistoryuk.org/wiki. 
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Peter Katin, who never formally came out as gay, 
joined Croydon CHE in 1971. He and his most under-
standing wife opened their home to members when 
Peter would play some of his favourite pieces. These 
events helped to bring gay people together, and also 
raised funds for the newly established Croydon group. 

On a personal note: one Boxing Day Party in the 
mid 1970s, Peter rang and said he’d like to attend. It 
was a fun celebration with drinks, food and convivial 
company. He played the piano, flirted politely with all 
who caught his eye, and joined in all the party games. 
At the end of the night, with just a few remaining, he 
was only tempted to leave when told that the taxi 
driver was like a dream unfulfilled. At this Peter 
grabbed his coat and made a hurried exit for the door. 
The sun was just coming up over South Norwood Hill. 

There’s so much else that could be said about this 
wonderful man: he not only enchanted everyone who 
listened to his music, but also cared enough about 
how gay people were treated to join the Campaign for 
Homosexual Equality at a time when this was more 
than just unfashionable. 

Ray Harvey-Amer 

Peter Katin in Croydon 
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Income and Expenditure Account for 2014 

2013      2014   
   Income:  

 £2,148.00   Subscriptions  £1,855.00 

 £3,000.00   Legacy (Michael Brown)  – 

 £63.05   Bank interest  £53.49 

 £5,211.05   Total  £1,908.49 

   Expenditure:  

 £1,000.00   Amiable Warriors: writing / research (Peter Scott-Presland)  £7,000.00 

 £622.53    Travel, etc expenses  – 

 £1,730.00    Interview transcription  £732.39 

 £3,352.53   Total for Amiable Warriors  £7,732.39 

 £2,000.00   Derek Oyston Film Awards  – 

 £2,250.00   Donations etc (detailed on page 4)  £1,000.00 

 £240.00   Office rent (London Friend)  £240.00 

 £609.80   Meetings  £520.00 

 £532.00   Annual Report printing  £405.00 

 £400.00   Audit Fee / honorarium  £100.00 

 £364.98   Postage, stationery, travel, and miscellaneous expenses  £304.08 

 £20.00   Affiliation fees  £25.00 

 £18.00   Bank charges / returned cheque  – 

 £9,787.31   Total  £10,326.47 

 £(4,576.26)  Surplus / (deficit) for the year   £(8,417.98) 
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Balance Sheet 

Treasurer’s Report 
I hereby present the CHE accounts for the year ended 31 
December 2014. As will be seen, CHE once again made a 
substantial deficit on the year, mainly attributable to the 
planned expenditure on Amiable Warriors. 

Ross Burgess, Treasurer, 30 April 2015  

Auditor’s Report 
I have examined the above Income and Expenditure 
Account and Balance Sheet and confirm that they have 
been properly prepared in accordance with the records, 
information and explanations supplied to me. 

Andrew Moore acis fcca, Hon Auditor, 30 April 2015 

2013      2014   

   Current assets at 31 December:  

 £6,640.94   Co-op Bank current account  £24,308.24 

 £175.72   Santander Bank current account  £24,043.20 

 £35,992.69   Santander Bank deposit account  £34,276.41 

 £47,831.48   HSBC current account (to be closed)  £0.00 

 £90,640.83   Total current assets  £82,627.85 

 £0.00   Current liability: accrued expense  £(405.00) 

 £90,640.83   Net assets  £82,222.85 

   Represented by:   

 £95,217.09   Balance at 1 January  £90,640.83 

 £(4,576.26)   Less deficit on year  £(8,417.98) 

 £90,640.83   Balance at 31 December  £82,222.85 
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