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Report of the Executive Committee, 2016–2017 

The Executive Committee present their report for 
the year 2016–17 and the audited financial state-
ments for the year to 31 December 2016. 

Status 
The Campaign for Homosexual Equality is a member-
ship organisation governed by its Executive Com-
mittee (EC) in accordance with its Constitution. The 
Constitution, incorporating the Aims, can be viewed 
online at www.c-h-e.org.uk/constitution.shtml. 

Decision making 
The Annual Conference decides the policy of the Cam-
paign. The EC are responsible for day-to-day admin-
istration and the implementation of Conference poli-
cies. Under the Constitution there may be up to nine 
EC Members: three elected by the membership each 
year to serve for two years, plus three co-opted. Elec-
tions take place after the Annual Conference. 

Responsibilities of the Executive 
The EC are responsible for the preparation of financial 
statements for each financial year to give a true and 
fair view of the Campaign’s incoming resources and 

their application. In preparing the financial statements 
they are required to make judgements and estimates 
that are reasonable and prudent, and prepare the 
financial statements on the going concern basis. 

The EC are responsible for keeping proper ac-
counting records which disclose with reasonable ac-
curacy at any time the financial position of the Cam-
paign. They are also responsible for safeguarding the 
assets and taking reasonable steps for the prevention 
and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

The Campaign has no employees, does not own any 
property, and has no obligations (except for the on-
going work on Amiable Warriors) which might entail 
long-term financial commitments. 

Funding and financial position 
The Campaign relies almost entirely on membership 
subscriptions and donations, apart from occasional 
windfall receipts in the form of legacies, and any in-
vestment income arising from any unspent balance.  

The new deposit account with the Co-op bank has 
been earning a modest amount of interest, however 
the bank have advised us that this may not be 
possible in future years. 
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The audited accounts for the year ended 31 
December 2016 are presented on pages 22 and 23. 

Activities and future strategy 
The first three impressions of Amiable Warriors 
Volume One have sold out, and the fourth impression 
is now on sale. Peter Scott-Presland continues to work 
on Volume Two. 

CHE has held meetings open to members and other 
interested people, and issued occasional newsletters. 
Details of all CHE activities can be found in articles in 
this Annual Report or on our website 

The scope for additional activities is limited by the 
availability of volunteers. We always welcome more 
people to get involved as volunteers or EC members. 

Budgetary guidelines 
 The EC, in consultation with the Trustees, have 
decided that the main priority for spending in future 
will be the publication of Volumes Two and Three of 
Amiable Warriors. For budgetary purposes we assume 
that the ongoing work of research and writing will 
require an expenditure of the order of £30,000, to be 
sourced from the Campaign’s general funds. 

The income from sales of Amiable Warriors goes 
into the dedicated Unity Trust Bank account to cover 
printing and distribution. 

The normal running expenses of the Campaign will 
as far as possible be funded within the subscription 
income. 

Grants and donations 
In 2016 the Campaign made grants and donations in-
cluding: 
• £500 to sponsor the 2017 LGBT History Month pre-

launch held in November 2016 
• £50 to the Feminist Library 
• £250 to purchase some Allan Horsfall memorabilia 

to be donated to a suitable museum or archive. 
The scope for grants and donations is now very 
limited; however following a decision by the 2015 
Annual Conference we will continue sponsoring the 
Allan Horsfall Memorial Lecture for two more years. 

Approved by the Executive Committee on 7 June 2017 
and signed on their behalf by: 

Nettie Pollard 
Ross Burgess 
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But in the longer term there are possible clouds on 
the horizon. Britain’s membership of the European 

Convention on Human Rights, which 
has done so much to advance the 
interests of LGBT people, is not 
immediately under threat, but there 
have been suggestions that its effect 
might in some way be watered 
down, via changes to the Human 
Rights Act, as a response to the 
increased threat from terrorism. 
This is an area where everyone 
concerned with human rights and 
civil liberties needs to be continually 
vigilant. 

CHE will watch developments, 
and take action if necessary in 
accordance with our established 
campaign priorities. Our main role 
though is probably to continue to 
preserve and document our history 
so that coming generations can 

understand how our current liberties were won, and 
be reminded that they could be lost in future. 

This Annual Report is being written as the UK goes to 
the polls in the June 2017 General Election. Following 
on from the Brexit referendum, the 
election of Donald Trump in the 
USA, and new waves of terrorist 
atrocities, the future has become 
more unpredictable. 

In the short term, the situation of 
LGBT people in this country seems 
reasonably secure: we note else-
where in this Annual Report a couple 
of minor yet welcome changes in the 
law to complete the work started 50 
years ago by the Sexual Offences Act 
1967. There is also talk of further 
changes to the Gender Recognition 
Act to make the process more 
flexible, and perhaps remove the 
requirement that everyone has to be 
classed as either male or female. 
And there are predicted to be more 
LGBT people returned to Parliament 
this year than ever before. Across the Irish Sea, Leo 
Varadkar is to be the first openly gay Taoiseach. 

An uncertain future 
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Reflections on the 1967 Act 

2017 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the Sexual 
Offences Act 1967, which began the process of de-
criminalising consensual homosexual 
behaviour between men. The Act 
was very limited in scope (England 
and Wales only and men over 21 in 
private) and it took another 40 years 
of campaigning before the offence of 
gross indecency was finally removed 
from the statute book and proper 
equality in the law was achieved, in-
cluding an equal age of consent, 
equal marriage, and protections 
against discrimination. Nevertheless 
it would be quite wrong to downplay 
the significance of the 1967 Act, 
which only came about as the result 
of a long campaign by many brave individuals in the 
face of determined opposition inside and outside Par-
liament. Without that Act today’s liberated LGBT 
community would not emerged. 

The anniversary has already received a considera-
ble amount of publicity in the media and in exhibi-
tions and other events which will continue up to and 

beyond 27 July, the day on which the Act was passed. 
The publicity often focuses on the part played by 

prominent straight supporters in the 
parliamentary debates. But many less 
well-known individuals, many of 
them gay, played a significant part 
and we need to ensure that they are 
not overlooked. Antony Grey’s hard 
work over five years as secretary of 
the Homosexual Law Reform Society, 
and the pioneering work of Allan 
Horsfall and others in the North West 
campaign which later became CHE, 
are scarcely known by today’s LGBT 
generation, let alone the general 
public. That is why Peter Scott-
Presland’s work uncovering this 

hidden story in Amiable Warriors is so important. In 
February 2017 Peter delivered an important lecture at 
the LSE, giving one of the most comprehensive 
accounts of the story (now available on podcast at 
http://richmedia.lse.ac.uk/library/20170215_the196
7ActAndBeyondATaleOfNorthAndSouth.mp3).  

Many of the media stories have quite rightly 
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focused on the suffering of individuals unjustly caught 
up in the prosecutions for gross indecency or solicit-
ing, which continued well after the change in the law. 
Alongside all this, however, we know that there is 
another story that is overlooked by the media. 

The 1967 Act, for all its shortcomings, can be said 
to have opened up the possibility of living an openly 
gay life; but of itself it didn’t do anything to promote 
that idea. Indeed, many of the leading straight sup-
porters of the Act – such as Leo Abse and Lord Arran – 
insisted that we should show our gratitude by re-
maining firmly in the closet! The obstacles in the way 
of lesbians and gay men meeting up and associating 
were even tightened up in some respects, with the 
prosecution of International Times for running contact 
ads, the increased penalties for procuring homosexual 
acts, more arrests for soliciting, and more police raids 
on pubs and clubs. It was up to us to work out how to 
be gay with no help from straight society. 

Remarkably, and over a period of not much more 
than a decade, a country-wide LGBT community 
emerged, made up of people from all walks of life, a 
community which rapidly became a movement for 
change inspired by the philosophy of gay liberation. 

In 1970 hardly anyone would have heard of the 
concepts of ‘Pride’ and ‘Coming Out’, but by 1980 
they were widely adopted as the hallmark of a new 
life-style by LGBT people, regardless of religion, class, 
politics, or background. For those directly involved in 
the Gay Liberation Front itself in the early 1970s the 
transformation was immediate: for others it may have 
taken longer. But to explain how these ideas, 
reinforced by the critique of traditional straight 
society advanced by the women’s liberation move-
ment, continued to spread long after GLF itself had 
passed its peak, we need to look to the organisations 
and networks set up by pioneering LGBT people 
themselves. Two that must have played a particularly 
significant part were the new gay press, led by Gay 
News (founded by some of the original GLF members) 
and the local groups that sprang up almost 
spontaneously across the country under the banner of 
CHE. That is the story that we need to tell now as the 
unexpected outcome of the 1967 Act. 

Nick Billingham 
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The Sexual Offences Act 1967 was the first big step to-
wards homosexual equality, and there have been 
many legislative advances since then. But a couple of 
aspects have only now been addressed, 
in two pieces of legislation that were 
passed before Parliament was dis-
solved in anticipation of the 2017 
general election. 

A clause in the Police and Crime Act 
2017 made provision for pardons to be 
issued to gay men convicted of 
consensual homosexual acts which are 
no longer criminal offences. Where 
people have since died pardons will be 
granted automatically; where people 
are still living they will have to apply for 
one. This was included by the Govern-
ment after a private members bill to 
provide automatic pardons for all failed to pass 
through the Commons. A similar provision was made 
in Germany covering a paragraph in their criminal 
code which had been widely used by the Nazis against 
gay men and was one of the few such measures not 
repealed by the Allies after the war. 

Many people objected to the notion of a ‘pardon’ 
rather than an apology for past convictions, and the 
Home Office finally sent a letter of apology to 93-year-

old George Montague, convicted in 
1974, after he had conducted a long 
personal campaign demanding it. 

The Merchant Shipping (Homo-
sexual Conduct) Act 2017 finally 
corrected an anomaly left over from 
the 1967 Act which had made 
homosexual acts grounds for dismissal 
of crew members in the Merchant 
Navy. This had already been made 
inoperative under employment dis-
crimination laws, but hadn’t actually 
been repealed. 

The new Act was unopposed, but 
there was a lengthy debate in the 

Commons as MPs queued up to congratulate each 
other on how liberal they were, which gave rise to 
suspicion that it was deliberately prolonged in order 
to deny time for a debate on sex education in schools 
to combat anti-LGBT bullying. 

The 1967 Act: tidying up 50 years on 

George Montague 
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CHE has been approached by a company called Gale 
who want to digitise as much as possible of the 
material held in the Hall-Carpenter Archives at the 
London School of Economics. 

Gale (www.gale.cengage.co.uk) is part of the 
global Cengage group; their work is directed towards 
making historical and other material available for 
universities and other researchers online. Their new 
project, Archives of Human Sexuality and Gender 
(www.gale.cengage.co.uk/asg) draws 
on the records of LGBT organisations 
worldwide, initially covering the period 
from 1940 onwards. In this country 
they have already begun digitising 
material from the Albany Trust and the Lesbian and 
Gay Christian Movement, and in addition to CHE want 
to include Antony Grey’s record of early campaigning 
following the Wolfenden Report. 

We have attended a meeting at LSE with a Gale 
representative. He stressed that access is controlled 
by means of subscription, open mainly to reputable 
academic organisations. We would have control over 
what material would be released for digitising and 
there would be safeguards to protect individual 

privacy and confidentiality. He also explained that this 
is a long-term project and work digitising CHE’s 
records would not begin until 2018 at the earliest. 

The Executive believe that this is a worthwhile 
project, which will help to make our history and 
achievements more widely known, and that that we 
should be prepared to participate in it, subject to 
suitable conditions. 

We have begun a process of 
reviewing the contents of CHE’s files in 
the Hall-Carpenter Archive. These are 
extensive and not easy to deal with. 
They also contain a large amount of 
material produced by others which 

doesn’t represent CHE’s own campaigns and policies; 
it will be important to ensure that this is clearly 
recognised so that CHE’s reputation is properly 
safeguarded. 

As mentioned elsewhere in this Annual Report, CHE 
plans to deposit future archives at the Bishopsgate 
Institute, rather than LSE. 

Digitising our archives 

http://www.gale.cengage.co.uk/
http://www.gale.cengage.co.uk/ahsi
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Support for LGBT History Month (celebrated each year 
throughout February) has been one of CHE’S cam-
paign priorities for several years. 

Each year there is a 
special theme for History 
Month. In recognition of 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Sexual Offences Act 1967, 
the theme for 2017 was 
‘Citizenship, PSHE and 
Law’. ‘PSHE’ by the way, for 
those not familiar with the 
National Curriculum termin-
ology, stands for ‘Personal, 
Social and Health Educa-
tion’. 

Every year, the History 
Month events begin with a 
pre-launch the previous 
November. The location for the pre-launch always has 
some connection with the theme, and this year it was 
held in the magnificent setting of the Speaker’s 
Chambers at the House of Commons. Unfortunately 
the Speaker himself, a good friend to LGBT causes, 

LGBT History Month 2017 

couldn’t be there in person, but there were good 
speeches from Angela Eagle, Stuart Milk, Michael 
Cashman and others. 

Access to the venue was much more tightly con-
trolled than in previous years, and there was no room 
for stalls and leaflet 
displays. However as a 
sponsor of the event CHE 
was allocated space for a 
pull-up display. We there-
fore invested in such a 
display, as shown in the 
photo on the front page 
of this Annual Report. We 
expect to be using the 
display for many other 
events in the future. 

CHE also sponsors the Allan Horsfall Lecture, in 
honour of our founder, as part of History Month. The 
programme of events in February this year was so 
crowded that the lecture actually took place on the 
3rd of March as part of the Academic Festival in 
Liverpool. This year’s lecturer was the distinguished 
biographer Diana Souhami.  

Diana Souhami 
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  the pantomime horse of the festival – on forgotten 
hero(in)es of the LGBT Rights struggle: Andrew 
remembered Anthony Grey, secretary of the Homo-
sexual Law Reform Society and a personal friend, and 
Esmé Langley, who founded the first lesbian 
organisation in the UK, the Minorities Research 
Group, and the magazine Arena 3. 

The festivals varied greatly in size; Exeter was 
attached to the University there, very friendly, just 
one afternoon, while the V&A museum did an evening 
of talks. One of the most beneficial aspects of the 
festival is the way that writers and researchers get to 
meet and to see each other’s work which they might 
not otherwise come across. For me a couple of the 
highlights were Caroline Paige in Exeter, talking about 
her experience as a transgender pioneer in the RAF, 
and Laura Rowe, also in Exeter, with an eye-opening 
account of homosexuality in the Royal Navy in the 
First World War. Kate Hutchinson at the V&A talked 
about the musical influences which shaped her 
experience as a transgender activist and performer in 
rock bands, in a presentation which was deeply 
personal and passionate.  

Peter Scott-Presland 

LGBT History Month goes from strength to strength, 
with many organisations independently mounting 
events celebrating our past. At the core of the month, 
however, is ‘Outing the Past’, the festival organised by 
Schools Out. Schools out has blossomed from the Gay 
Teachers Group (founded in 1974) and campaigns to 
make schools safe and inclusive for LGBT people: 
promoting our history is one aspect of that drive. 

In 2017 the Festival (the Popular Festival, as it is 
rather patronisingly labelled, as if there was ever an 
unpopular festival) grew exponentially from the 
previous three years. In 2015 it was a couple of days 
in Manchester; in 2017 there were five sites in 
London, eight around the rest of the country. Each 
venue did either a day or two days of talks and 
lectures, filling every weekend in the month, while 
there was also an academic festival at the beginning 
of March in Liverpool. I got to visit five events, doing 
two talks. ‘Punting with Pride’ was a personal reminis-
cence of setting up the Oxford Gay Action Group in 
the early 1970s, and the pioneering work we did, 
including the first gay theatre and the first gay 
switchboard in the country; elsewhere, Andrew 
Lumsden and I did a double-headed presentation – 

LGBT History Month 2017 — the Festival 
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Millivres-Prowler photo archive 

In 2011, when I was starting to research Amiable 
Warriors, I had the idea that Gay Times might be able 
to help us with illustrations. I knew that they had 
acquired the old Gay News title, and possibly the 
photo archive 1972–83 which the paper had built up.  

The then editor, Tris Reid-Smith, invited me to the 
office in Gospel Oak to look through what they had. 
What I found truly astonished me. There 
were well over fifty cardboard boxes, 
four or five shelves of them, each 20–25 
feet long, each box stuffed with photos, 
from Gay News and Capital Gay, and 
some from Pink News; all completely uncatalogued, 
and vulnerable to deterioration. There were also 
photos from Gay Times itself, in about ten filing 
cabinets, which were sorted and tagged. In total, I 
would estimate that there were something over 5,000 
pictures. 

My first thought was that this incomparable visual 
legacy of LGBT life covering nearly forty years urgently 
needed rescuing for posterity, preserving and making 
accessible to the world. The Bishopsgate Institute, 
which houses the Lesbian and Gay News Media 
Archive, was salivating. 

Nobody at GT seemed to have any idea what to do 
with the collection. It was simply gathering dust and 
getting in the way of a busy working office. Tris alone 
seemed interested, but left GT shortly afterwards, and 
I was referred to Kim Watson, the media and market-
ing manager. I had a vague reply that the company 
had (unspecified) plans in hand, and all further emails 

went unanswered. 
In March 2017 Millivres-Prowler went 

into administration – Gay Times will 
continue under a new company. Since 
then we have tried to find out what has 

happened to this unique archive; disturbing rumours 
have reached us that it was thrown away; alternativ-
ely, that it was stored in an unsecured basement and 
got flooded. We have been in touch with the adminis-
trators, who seem amenable and to appreciate the 
importance of this. However, they are in the dark 
about the location or even continued existence of the 
archive. If Millivres-Prowler have destroyed these 
pictures, or allowed them to be damaged or lost, they 
have a duty of explanation to both the academic and 
the wider LGBT Community. 

Peter Scott-Presland 
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Peter Scott-Presland is working hard on Volumes Two 
and Three of our official history, Amiable Warriors. 
The preliminary title for Volume Two is ‘The Road to 
Morecambe Pier’ (the pier, now sadly demolished, 
was the venue for our first 
Annual Conference). 

The research is largely 
based on interviews with 
people who were around in 
the early days. We are now 
getting the interviews tran-
scribed by a firm in the 
United States; this has 
proved to be cheaper, quick-
er, and mostly more accu-
rate, than UK alternatives. 

We have sold out of the third impression of Volume 
One and ordered another reprint. The original printers 
had gone out of business, and the fourth impression, 
printed by a different firm, looks rather different. 

We placed an advert for the book in Peace News 
and are waiting to see its effect. Meanwhile may we 
remind all our members to encourage local libraries 
and bookshops to stock it. 

Amiable Warriors 

CHE’s finances have benefited greatly from legacies 
from past and present members. In 2016 we received 
over £5,000 from the late Ian Buist (died 2012). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In January 2017 we received over £7,700 from the 

will of John Ralph Payton, who died in 2015 aged 72. 
A former statistician, he moved to Cockermouth, 
Cumbria, on retirement, and was a keen fell walker 
and football supporter. As well as CHE, he left money 
to the Albany Trust and a number of other organisa-
tions. We know almost nothing about John, and 
would be very interested to hear more about him 
from anyone who knew him. 

John Payton legacy 

John Payton 
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In the long hot summer of 1976, the little local group 
of Lewisham CHE had a bright idea. It was going to 
make a film. The CHE Education Kit had come to 
nothing, and while London CHE had made a television 
documentary in 1974 for LWT, there was nothing to 
show to interested groups about the situation of 
contemporary gays. The 
film was to be a fiction-
alised account of one man’s 
coming out, through CHE, 
and finding personal satis-
faction while also cam-
paigning. 

The film was financed on 
a shoestring the usual CHE 
way – raffles, discos, jum-
ble sales. The script was 
written by a painter, Wilf 
Avery, who also directed, 
and most of the film was shot in Lee Green 
Community Centre. The project grew and grew, and 
whenever they wanted to buy another few rolls of 
film they held another fundraiser. Everyone in the 
group appeared in the film in some way; two lesbian 

members supplied the pick-up truck used for the 
tracking shot at the opening. Eventually it came in at 
about 40 minutes, the maximum length you could get 
on one reel of film. It was shown as far afield as 
Bologna, Italy. Both the BBC and Channel 4 wanted to 
show it, but wider exhibition was hampered by the 

fact that some people who 
featured in it were, ironically, not 
themselves ‘Out’. 

Peter Scott-Presland had been 
trying to get hold of a copy of 
David is Homosexual ever since he 
started writing Amiable Warriors, 
but everyone he interviewed de-
nied any knowledge of its where-
abouts. However, one interview 
tends to lead to another, and so 
he ended up talking with Ray 
Crossley, not realising that he was 

the partner of director Wilf, who had died aged 90 a 
year previously. No, Ray didn’t have the film, but 
suggested that the cameraman, David Belton, might. 
David, he said, was a home-loving body, unlikely to 
have moved far, and an internet search might find 

David is Homosexual 



15 

him. Lo and behold, 192.com turned up a David 
Belton in Eltham, and when Peter wrote the reply was 
almost immediate. ‘I’m so glad someone has been in 
touch because I didn’t know what to do with this stuff 
and my niece suggested I should chuck it away. You 
got to me just in time.’ 

David had the original 
master copy, a rather 
scratched copy which had 
been sent out for showing, 
the original sound track on 
a reel of tape, photos of the 
production, and all the ‘out-
takes’ which weren’t used. 
In among this are priceless 
shots of the 1976 Pride 
March and Rally, with Tom 
Robinson performing in 
Hyde Park what must be an 
early version of ‘Glad to be Gay’. 

All the materials have been released to the British 
Film Institute, which has digitised the film, and several 
parts of it have been used in other documentaries 
which are part of the commemoration of the 50th 

anniversary of the 1967 Sexual Offences Act. Soon the 
whole thing will be available as part of the BFI archive 
and online. In the meantime, it is being shown as part 
of the Southwark LGBT Pride Festival – see 
www.slago.org.uk/SouthwarkPride2017.pdf. David 
Belton and Ray Crossley will both be there to 

introduce the fim. 
Lewisham LGBT Forum is also 

planning to show the film at the 
place where so much of it was 
shot – Lee Green Community 
Centre. Diana Hofler, Community 
Development Worker in Lewish-
am Adult Social Care, is keen to 
contact people who were 
members of Lewisham CHE in the 
past. Anyone who fits that bill, or 
who knows others who were 
members, should contact her at 

diana.hofler@ageuklands.org.uk – or if you’d like to 
know when the film will be shown. 
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My husband Roger Burg, who died in February 2017, 
brought a very personal touch to LGBT campaigning. 

During the campaign to introduce civil partner-
ships, he staged re-
enactments, robed as 
an Orthodox priest, of 
ancient church cere-
monies to unite people 
of the same sex. For 
IDAHO 2014 he filled a 
space in the main shop-
ping street in Croydon 
with ingenious displays 
featuring local churches 
and LGBT groups. 

A former art teacher, he was always devising logos 
and displays for LGBT events and groups. And he was 
an unfailing support to me in everything we did. 

A few weeks before his death he was delighted to 
receive the Mayor of Croydon’s Award for Community 
Campaigning, which cited his ‘Outstanding Service and 
contribution to the LGBT+ community of Croydon’. 

Ross Burgess 

Obituaries: Roger Burg and Oliver Merrington 

Oliver Merrington , who died in August 2016 aged 64, 
was a CHE member for many years in Cambridge and 
also played an key role in the formation of the Hall-
Carpenter Archives and 
of LAGNA (the Lesbian 
and Gay Newsmedia 
Archive). 

He was also an ex-
pert on the subject of 
British outdoor lidos, 
and Curator of the 
Waterbeach Military 
History Museum 

His funeral was 
attended by represent-
atives of CHE and a 
number of other volun-
tary organisations to 
which he gave his time 
and effort. 

He is survived by Luca, his partner of 17 years. 

Oliver Merrington (left) in 
1976, with his then partner. 

Peter Hitcham 
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New Vice-Presidents 

Helena Kennedy, Baroness Kennedy of 
The Shaws, is a barrister and broadcast-
er. Throughout her career she has taken 
up unpopular causes. 

In the 1970s as a barrister she in-
volved herself with prostitution, do-
mestic violence, and gay causes includ-
ing the age of consent. She was a 
member of the NCCL Legal Committee 
and a strong supporter of the NCCL Gay 
Rights Committee. She supported CADI, 
the campaign to enable lesbians to have 
babies by artificial insemination (a highly 
controversial demand at the time). She 
went on to chair the Human Fertilisation 
and Embryology Authority.  

n 2016 she chaired the meeting at the 
House of Lords that awarded the Gandhi 
Award to Peter Tatchell. She was made 
a life peer in 1997. 

Michael Cashman, Lord Cashman of 
Limehouse, is a former actor: as Colin 
Russell in EastEnders, he famously took 
part in the first gay male kiss shown on 
British television, in 1989. He is a found-
er member of Stonewall. 

He was a Labour MEP from 1999 to 
2014, and President of the European 
Parliament’s intergroup on gay and les-
bian issues. On retiring as an MEP he 
was made a life peer. In 2014 he was 
ranked number 1 in the Independent on 
Sunday’s List of the 101 most influential 
LGBT people in Britain. He briefly re-
turned to EastEnders in 2016.  

In 2006 he registered a civil partner-
ship with his long-term partner Paul 
Cottingham; they were together until 
Paul’s death in 2014. 

CHE are delighted to announce that two more very distinguished people have agreed to join our list of Honorary 
Vice-Presidents. 
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AGM and Conference, May 2016 
The main speaker at our conference on 21 May 2016 
was the gay author and journalist Terry Sanderson, 

who talked about 
his life and cam-
paigns. 

After a break for 
refreshments we 
heard from Stefan 
Dickers, Library 
and Archives Man-
ager at the 
Bishopsgate Insti-
tute, who told us 

about the Institute’s extensive 
holdings of LGBT material. 

There were two emergency 
motions, one about Gayle 
Newland, the other noting 
that the Bishopsgate Institute 
is to be the recipient of future 
CHE archives. 

 

Quarterly Meeting, January 2017 
At our meeting on 14 January 2017 Peter Scott-
Presland gave a first presentation of his talk ‘Pink 
Punting’, about his experience of coming out in 
Oxford and founding the Oxford Gay Action Group, 
which set up the first LGBT switchboard in the country 
and produced what was possibly the first gay play, 
What About Me? by Nigel 
Pinn. 

The historian Professor 
Jeffrey Weeks talked about 
the new updated edition of 
his book Coming Out, a 
history of LGBT movements 
from the nineteenth century 
to the present. His talk was 
well received and led to a 
lively discussion. 

 

We hope to have more Quarterly Meetings in future, 
but they take effort to organise. Please contact us if 
you would like to join the EC and undertake some of 
the work!  

Recent meetings 

Terry Sanderson with EC members 
Nettie Pollard and Ross Burgess 

Stefan Dickers 

Jeffrey Weeks 
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All CHE members receive a Newsletter or other 
mailing three or four times a year, plus other mailings 
and invitations to meetings, and the chance to 
influence and take part in our campaigns. 

Membership costs a minimum of £12 a year (non-
earners £6). You can write to us at the address on the 
back page, download the membership form at 
www.c-h-e.org.uk/pdfs/che-membership-form.pdf 
or email us at membership@c-h-e.org.uk. 

CHE’S campaign priorities are determined by votes at 
the Annual Conference. 

We are still being guided by the resolutions passed 
at the 2015 and 2016 Conferences (We will be 
continuing to monitor possible threats to the Human 
Rights Act; developments on our other priorities, 
notably LGBT History Month and archives, are covered 
elsewhere in this Annual Report). 

see www.c-h-e.org.uk/campaign.shtml for a sum-
mary of the Conference motions passed in 2015, and 
www.c-h-e.org.uk/motions2015.shtml for the full 
text. See www.c-h-e.org.uk/motions2016.shtml for 
the text of the 2016 emergency motions. 

Our campaign priorities 

  CHE is a member of: 
• The Consortium of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans-

gendered Voluntary and Community Organisations

• The Cutting Edge Consortium

• SLAGO (the Surrey and London Association of Gay
Organisations)

• ILGA (the International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans
and Intersex Association)

CHE supports: 
• LGBT History Month

• The UK LGBT Archive (formerly the LGBT History
Project)

Affiliated groups: 
• Berkshire Older Lesbian and Gay Forum (BOLGaF)

• CAGS (Croydon Area Gay Society)

• The Proud Trust (formerly LGBT Youth North West)

• Marylebone and Paddington CHE Group

We welcome affiliation by LGBT groups, or by other 
organisations that support the aims of CHE. 

Associated organisations 
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News in Brief 

Our pull-up display had a second outing at the London 
Metropolitan Archives LGBT Conference in December 
2016. The photograph shows Jonathan Harbourne, 
founder of the LGBT Archive, with Ross Burgess 

In 1835, James Pratt and John Smith became the last 
two men in the UK to be hanged for sodomy. 

Their arrest, trial and execution is being re-enacted 
in The Keyhole, a community play written by Peter 
Scott-Presland, as part of the Southwark LGBT Pride 
Festival 2017. The Festival concludes with a cabaret to 
raise funds for the Russian LGBT Federation. Details at 
www.slago.org.uk/SouthwarkPride2017.pdf.  

Griff Vaughan Williams (1940-
2010) who served on our EC for 
over 35 years, has been listed at 
number 17 in a list of 20 Welsh 
LGBT trailblazers, for an exhibit-
ion for LGBT History Month 2017: 
www.walesonline.co.uk/news/lo
cal-news/legendary-trailblazers-
legends-who-wales-12581871. 

CHE members are always welcome at 
events organised by SLAGO (Surrey 
and London Association of Gay 
Organisations), including the annual 
Garden Party in Purley, South London. 
See www.slago.org.uk. 

The glass trophy for the Alan Turing Memorial Award, 
presented to CHE on our 50th anniversary by the 
Lesbian and Gay Foundation and Manchester City 
Council, is now safely housed in London Friend’s new 
trophy cabinet at the Caledonian Road office. 
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Welcome to our newest EC member, Mutiu Lawal, 
who was elected following the 2016 AGM.  

The Wikipedia-style UK LGBT Archive now has over 
4,000 articles, covering British LGBT people, places, 
events, and things, and probably most of the people 
and events mentioned in this Annual Report. Go to 
www.lgbtarchive.uk/wiki and see what you can find. 

The articles on the wiki have together been viewed 
over eleven million times.If you find an error or 
omission, or would like to help with the project, 
contact Ross Burgess at ross@foxearth.net. 

The Feminist Library has been temporarily saved from 
eviction, and will be moving into new premises during 
2017. CHE gave it a small donation during 2106, and 
has agreed to become a Friend of the Library. 

An emergency resolution at our 2016 Conference 
highlighted the plight of Gayle Newland, who had 
been sentenced to an astonishing eight years in gaol 
for pretending to be a man while having sex with 

her friend: she allegedly put on a deep voice and 
made the friend wear a blindfold during their 
encounters. In October 2016 the Court of Appeal 
quashed the conviction; there may be a re-trial. 

Paradise Press, which publishes 
Amiable Warriors, has been re-constit-
uted as a collective within the Gay 
Authors Workshop. During 2016 it pub-
lished A Boxful of Ideas, a anthology of 
poetry and prose by LGBT writers: see 
www.gayauthorsworkshop.uk.  

Michael Steed, CHE Trustee and member since the 
very early days, spoke at the People’s History Muse-
um, Manchester on 11 November 2016, the 50th an-
niversary of our first major public meeting at the 
Houldsworth Hall. 
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Income and Expenditure Account for 2016 

2015     2016  
   Income:  

 £3,618.52   Sales of Amiable Warriors Volume One  £276.05 

 £2,204.50   Subscriptions and donations  £2,104.00 

 –   Legacy (Ian Buist)  £5,036.70 

 £171.78   Bank interest  £504.25 

 £5,994.80   Total  £7,921.00 

  Expenditure:  

 £3,000.00   Amiable Warriors: writing / research (Peter Scott-Presland)  – 

 £1,400.61    Travel, etc expenses  £522.67 

 –    Interview transcription  £1,995.24 

 £1,900.00    Indexing and cover design  – 

 £1,988.76    Printing Volume One (review copies plus three full impressions)  – 

 £400.27    Postage and packing  £14.65 

 £8,689.64   Total for Amiable Warriors  £2,532.56 

 £1,136.07   Donations and affiliations  £825.00 

 £820.00   Office rent and meetings  £1,060.00 

 £451.99   Printing (annual report, leaflets)  £367.00 

 £351.59   Stationery, bank charges and miscellaneous  £295.63 

 –   Auditor honorarium for 2016  £100.00 

 £11,449.29   Total  £5,180.19 

 £(5,454.49)  (Deficit) / surplus for the year   £2,740.81 
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Balance Sheet 

Treasurer’s Report 
I hereby present the CHE accounts for the year ended 31 
December 2016. As will be seen, CHE made a surplus on 
the year, thanks to the legacy from the late Ian Buist. 

Ross Burgess, Treasurer, 7 June 2017  

Auditor’s Report 
I have examined the above Income and Expenditure 
Account and Balance Sheet and confirm that they have 
been properly prepared in accordance with the records, 
information and explanations supplied to me. 

Andrew Moore acis fcca, Hon. Auditor, 7 June 2017 

2015     2016  
   Current assets at 31 December:  

 £11,040.51   Co-op Bank current account  £13,779.50 

 £30,000.00   Co-op Bank deposit account  £30,338.43 

 £50.17   Santander Bank current account  £86.17 

 £34,448.19   Santander Bank deposit account  £34,614.01 

 £1,183.09   Unity Trust Bank current account  £644.66 

 £46.40   PayPal  £46.40 

 £76,768.36   Total current assets  £79,509.17 
    

  Represented by:   

 £82,222.85   Balance at 1 January  £76,768.36 

 £(5,454.49)   (Deficit) / surplus on year  £2,740.81 

 £76,768.36   Balance at 31 December  £79,509.17 



Part of LGBT history since 1964 

CHE, c/o London Friend 
86 Caledonian Road 

London N1 9DN  

07941 914340 

www.c-h-e.org.uk 

www.amiable-warriors.uk 

info@c-h-e.org.uk 

twitter: @CHEcampaignUK 
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