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Report of the Executive Committee, 2017–2018 

The Executive Committee present their report for 
the year 2017–18 and the financial statements 
for the year to 31 December 2017. 

Status 
The Campaign for Homosexual Equality is a member-
ship organisation governed by its Executive Com-
mittee (EC) in accordance with its Constitution. The 
Constitution, incorporating the Aims, can be viewed 
online at www.c-h-e.org.uk/constitution.shtml. 

Decision making 
The Annual Conference decides the policy of the Cam-
paign. The EC are responsible for day-to-day admin-
istration and the implementation of Conference poli-
cies. Under the Constitution there may be up to nine 
EC Members: three elected by the membership each 
year to serve for two years, plus three co-opted. Elec-
tions take place after the Annual Conference. 

Responsibilities of the Executive  
The EC are responsible for the preparation of financial 
statements for each financial year to give a true and 
fair view of the Campaign’s incoming resources and 

their application. In preparing the financial statements 
they are required to make judgements and estimates 
that are reasonable and prudent, and prepare the 
financial statements on the going concern basis. 

The EC are responsible for keeping proper ac-
counting records that disclose with reasonable ac-
curacy at any time the financial position of the Cam-
paign. They are also responsible for safeguarding the 
assets and taking reasonable steps for the prevention 
and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

The Campaign has no employees, does not own any 
property, and has no obligations (except for the on-
going work on Amiable Warriors) which might entail 
long-term financial commitments. 

Funding and financial position 
The Campaign relies almost entirely on membership 
subscriptions and donations, plus sales of Amiable 
Warriors Volume One, a small amount of interest on 
deposit accounts, and occasional windfall receipts in 
the form of legacies. 

The accounts for the year ended 31 December 
2017 are presented on pages 22 and 23 of this Annual 
Report. 



4  

Activities and future strategy 
The major activity of CHE is the publication and sale of 
our history, Amiable Warriors. Volume One is now on 
its fifth impression, and Peter Scott-Presland con-
tinues to work on Volume Two. 

CHE has held meetings open to members and other 
interested people, and issued occasional newsletters. 
Details of all CHE activities can be found in articles in 
this Annual Report or on our website. 

The scope for additional activities is very much 
limited by the availability of volunteers. We always 
welcome more people to get involved as volunteers 
or EC members. 

Budgetary guidelines 
 The EC, in consultation with the Trustees, have 
decided that the main priority for spending in future 
will be the publication of Volumes Two and Three of 
Amiable Warriors. For budgetary purposes the as-
sumption is that this will require an expenditure of 
the order of £30,000. 

The normal running expenses of the Campaign will 
as far as possible be funded within the subscription 
income. 

Grants and donations 
In 2017, following a recommendation by the Annual 
Conference, CHE made a one-off grant to the Peter 
Tatchell Foundation, recognising Peter Tatchell’s 
unique achievements in LGBT campaigning, at a time 
when CHE’s own ability to carry out campaigning is 
severely limited by lack of people.  

In 2017 the Campaign also made donations to 
Schools Out / LGBT History Month, comprising: 
• £500 towards the 2018 pre-launch held in Novem-

ber 2017 
• £500 for the fourth Allan Horsfall Memorial Lec-

ture, delivered by Tom Robinson. 
The scope for grants and donations is now very 
limited; however following a decision by the 2015 
Annual Conference we plan to continue sponsoring 
the Allan Horsfall Memorial Lecture for at least 
another year. 

Approved by the Executive Committee on 17 May 2018 
and signed on their behalf by: 

Nettie Pollard 
Ross Burgess 



 5 

and some of us on the EC are now needing to move 
on in our lives, having kept CHE going for quite a few 
years. Carrying on as we are is no longer an option. 

Winding up is also not an option—we have money 
in the bank, a core of faithful members (some of 
whom we know nothing about except that their 

standing order payments keep 
coming in) and we still have 
work to do, to publish the re-
maining volumes of Amiable 
Warriors, and thereafter to 
fund ‘the preservation and 
dissemination of LGBT history’ 
(2015 Conference resolution 

words). 
We are currently exploring other options, possibly 

involving some sort of partnership with another or-
ganisation. Whatever we do will be discussed with 
CHE members, beginning with a debate at the 2018 
Annual Conference. But we will still need more volun-
teer effort, and new EC members, at least during a 
possible transition period: if you would like to help, 
and maybe have some administrative skills, please get 
in touch.  

In recent years we have repeatedly debated the 
future of CHE. In November 2010 we had a big 
meeting following the death of Griff Vaughan Williams 
who had been a mainstay of CHE for many years, and 
asked the members and guests what CHE should do 
next. Some thought we should carry on as before, 
some suggested new issues to 
concentrate on, but at least 
one person said ‘don’t hang 
on to CHE as it was – wind up 
after three to five years’. 

Well seven years later we 
are still here, but the issue is 
becoming more urgent. We 
are clearly never again going to be a major campaign-
ing group – we simply don’t have the capacity, and 
the torch has effectively passed to other organisations 
such as Stonewall, the Peter Tatchell Foundation, Ka-
leidoscope, and the various groups that work for LGBT 
asylum seekers. 

Even to carry on as we are, maintaining member-
ship records, organising an annual Conference and 
other meetings, producing this Annual Report and 
accounts, needs a certain amount of volunteer effort, 

Is there a future for CHE? 
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CHE continues to support LGBT History Month as 
instructed by our 2015 Conference. Every year History 
Month is celebrated throughout February, and every 
year there’s a pre-launch in the preceding November. 

The 2018 theme has been ‘Geography: mapping 
the world’, and the pre-
launch was held at the 
Museum of Liverpool. CHE 
contributed £500 towards 
the launch, and Nick 
Billingham (Trustee) and 
Ross Burgess (EC member) 
once again looked after the 
CHE stall, as shown in our 
cover photograph. 

As always there were a 
wide range of commemorative events throughout 
February, including Peter Scott-Presland’s Trial of Lord 
Alfred Douglas (see next page). 

We were back in Liverpool in March for the 
Academic Festival following on from History Month. 
The Festival began with the Allan Horsfall Memorial 
Lecture, sponsored by CHE, at Liverpool John Moores 
University. Sue Sanders introduced the event, Ross 

The LGBTHM 2018 logo 

LGBT History Month 2018 

Burgess said a few ‘words from our sponsor’ and 
Peter Tatchell gave a well-informed tribute to our 
Founder, Allan Horsfall. But the main speaker was the 
2018 Allan Horsfall 
Lecturer, Tom Robinson, 
who gave a moving 
account of his own 
coming out experience, 
having been twice in love 
with someone of the 
‘wrong gender’—first as a 
gay man when this was 
still frowned on by 
society, and later when 
many of his gay followers 
were affronted by his 
falling in love with a 
woman and marrying her.  

Tom concluded his lecture with a spirited rendition 
of his 1978 hit ‘Glad to be Gay’. The CHE contingent 
(Nick, Ross and Peter Burman) then joined Tom and 
the LGBT History Month team for a meal in a local 
Italian restaurant. 

Tom Robinson in Liverpool 
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sad story of a middle-aged man foolishly losing his 
head over a worthless piece of 
totty.’ 

The battle was fought out on five 
occasions in February 2018 be-
tween Peter as counsel for the 
prosecution and Andrew as counsel 
for the defence, in the trial of Lord 
Alfred Douglas for the murder of 
Oscar Wilde; the audience was in 
each case the jury, and Nick Billing-
ham acted as the Judge at three of 
them. Murder was thrown out on 
each occasion (no deliberate intent) 
but a verdict of manslaughter was 
returned on two occasions. On the 
other three the jury was swayed by 
specious arguments from the de-
fence, outrageously biased sum-
ming up from the judge, and a sen-
timental desire to find heroes 
where none exist. So there. 

Peter Scott-Presland 

The Trial of Lord Alfred Douglas 

The Trial of Lord Alfred Douglas was a modest contri-
bution to LGBT History Month 
created by Peter Scott-Presland and 
Andrew Lumsden, stemming from 
an impassioned pub discussion late 
one evening in September 2017. 
Andrew regarded Lord Alfred Doug-
las, Oscar Wilde’s last major lover, 
as a pioneer of Gay Liberation, shar-
ing the same explosion of rage 
which led him to be so open, and to 
push Wilde in the same direction; 
plus, of course, he coined the 
phrase ‘the Love that dare not 
speak its name’, and by doing so 
paradoxically gave it a name to 
speak. 

‘Tosh,’ said Peter. ‘Douglas was a 
thoroughly nasty piece of work who 
exploited Wilde to further his 
career as a poet as well as milking 
him dry. He sacrificed Wilde reck-
lessly and selfishly on the altar of his hatred of his 
father. It has nothing to do with liberation; it’s just the 

Oscar Wilde and 
Lord Alfred Douglas 
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In 2018 much attention has been focused on the Com-
monwealth, in which 36 out of the 53 member coun-
tries have anti-LGBT laws still in force, most of them 
dating from the days of the British Empire. In April a 
meeting of the Common-
wealth Heads of Government 
(CHOGM) took place in Lon-
don, and was the occasion for 
a renewed lobbying effort by 
The Commonwealth Equality 
Network (TCEN) and the Afri-
can Equality Foundation, for 
which Peter Tatchell has 
provided assistance. 

TCEN was set up after the 
2015 CHOGM meeting in 
Malta, partly on the initiative of Kaleidoscope, and 
now comprises over 40 LBGT groups from different 
countries. It held a meeting in South Africa in Novem-
ber 2017, to plan a concerted lobbying effort directed 
towards the delegates to the 2018 conference and the 
various working parties set up to examine the issues 
before it. 

Before the conference Peter Tatchell presented a 

100,000-signature petition to the secretariat, 
demanding that the Commonwealth recognise LBGT 
rights as human rights, and calling on all member 
states to abolish anti-gay laws. During the conference 

a well-attended demonstra-
tion took place outside the 
meeting place, with speakers 
from Trinidad and Tobago 
and from Cameroon. In her 
opening address to the heads 
of government Theresa May 
included a reference to LGBT 
rights, the first time this has 
happened. 
The BBC coverage of the con-
ference included a lengthy 

slot featuring Peter Tatchell, and a gay man and a les-
bian from the Commonwealth, discussing the case of 
the woman arrested for kissing her girlfriend who was 
raped repeatedly in police custody while her girlfriend 
died in custody. 

The position in countries such as Nigeria, Cameroon 
and Uganda remains very difficult for LGBT citizens, 
but there have been hopeful signs in a few countries. 

LGBT rights and the Commonwealth 

The Commonwealth flag 
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Court cases, often supported by lawyers from the 
Human Dignity Trust, are being brought with some 
success. The Trinidad and Tobago Supreme Court has 
declared anti-LGBT laws unconstitutional, though the 
government has yet to respond. In Mozambique a 
revision of the criminal code dropped a 
provision which had been used against 
LGBT people. The Jamaican Prime Minis-
ter was quoted as saying that, while the 
government itself was not proposing to 
change the laws, it would not object if 
parliament decided it was time to. And 
we can hope that in India the growing 
LGBT movement will succeed in getting 
Section 377 of the Indian criminal code 
repealed for the second time. 

In the crown dependency of Bermuda the Su-
preme Court ruled in favour of permitting same-sex 
marriage but the Parliament then passed a bill to 
restore the ban. This required the consent of the Gov-
ernor, who in turn is responsible to the UK Foreign 
Office. After some delay during which the matter was 
raised in the House of Commons, Boris Johnson decid-
ed not to instruct him to refuse consent, while stating 

that the UK government regretted the action taken by 
Bermuda. This represents the only time gay marriage 
has been reversed although it appears that the 
change would not affect the few couples who had 
married while the ban was suspended. It’s not clear 

whether a further legal challenge will be 
brought.  

CHE does not campaign overseas, but 
we have an interest in this work through 
the financial support that last year’s CHE 
Conference voted to provide to the Peter 
Tatchell Foundation, and we will contin-
ue to follow developments. We would 
urge members to show support; further 
information can easily be found on the 
various websites of the Peter Tatchell 

Foundation, TCEN, Kaleidoscope. The Human Dignity 
Trust, and All Out, among others. 

Nick Billingham 

Kaleidoscope logo 
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Supporting Peter Tatchell 

Our 2017 Conference asked the Executive to donate 
£10,000 to the Peter Tatchell Foundation, noting that 
the Foundation has severe financial 
problems, and that it receives 1000 
emails/letters every day and Peter 
works with only one assistant. 

Acknowledging our donation, Peter 
said that the money would be used to 
help the Foundation’s work for human 
rights, including: 
• Publicising the ban on marriage 

equality in Northern Ireland, which 
denies same-sex couples the right to 
marry the person they love 

• Engaging with the Commonwealth 
over the outlawing of homosexuality 
in 36 of its 52 member states – and 
urging it to place LGBTI rights on the 
agenda of the next Commonwealth 
summit in 2018 

• Making the case for the UK government to ensure 
that sex and relationship education is inclusive of 
LGBTI issues, in order to cut HIV, bullying and self-
harm 

• Promoting LGBTI/Muslim solidarity: building bridges 
with the Muslim community to fight all hate, chal-

lenge homophobia and support LGBTI 
Muslims 
• Working to make sport LGBTI accessi-
ble, challenge anti-LGBTI prejudice and 
encourage LGBTI sports people to come 
out – especially in football 
• Setting out the economic argument 
for decriminalising homosexuality in 
countries like Jamaica, Saudi Arabia and 
Nigeria; showing how criminalisation is 
economically disadvantageous because 
it deters tourism and foreign invest-
ment, and creates a brain-drain of 
skilled LGBTI people who leave to live 
in more LGBT-friendly countries 
• Improving public understanding of, 
and providing support for, the work of 
LGBTI and other human rights defend-

ers in repressive countries like Russia, Iran, Hondu-
ras, Saudi Arabia, Zimbabwe, Ukraine, Pakistan and 
Uganda. 

Peter Tatchell introducing the 
2018 Allan Horsfall Lecture 
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Gay Times Photo Archive: a case of wanton vandalism 

Last year we reported that we’d been trying to track 
down the photo archive which was last seen at the 
Millivres office in Gospel Oak. Millivres over the years 
had acquired the photo archives of Gay News and The 
Pink Paper, as well as being donated all the Capital 
Gay pictures when that paper folded. In addition it 
had its own set of photos from Gay Times and other 
titles in its own stable. 

I saw it in early 2011 and immediately recognised it 
as a priceless historical record and resource. The 
archive consisted of unsorted pictures in boxes cover-
ing some 120 feet of shelf space and three filing 
cabinets. I wrote to Millivres/Gay Times’ editor and 
proprietor, urging that these needed to be secured in 
a safe space, preferably in an archive with proper 
preservation facilities. The Bishopsgate Institute, 
which houses the Lesbian and Gay News Media 
Archive, was particularly interested. I was referred to 
the Millivres Media and Marketing Director, Kim 
Watson, who assured me that Millivres had its own 
plans for digitising and preservation. 

Enquiries into the progress of this were either 
ignored or fobbed off. Then more than five years later 
we had news that Millivres had gone into administra-

tion, so the fate of the archive became a matter of 
urgency. Enquiries from several members of the 
Executive got nowhere, and we contacted the admin-
istrators, Price Bailey. They too drew a blank, until 
finally we were informed that the whole lot had been 
stored in a basement which had been flooded, and 
the whole collection was a write-off and had been 
chucked out. The details of this train of events have 
not been divulged. 

The administration arrangements were such that 
some Millivres assets were transferred to a different 
company which continues to produce Gay Times and 
Diva. We have no reason to doubt the administrators’ 
story, but if any of the material survives we would 
dearly like to know about it. 

If not, we have lost the most complete visual 
record imaginable of LGBT life, politics and culture of 
the 1970s and 80s. Millivres/Prowler and its staff 
stand guilty of the most outrageous and irresponsible 
act of careless vandalism in LGBT History, and we are 
all the poorer for it. There is, alas, no way of holding 
the vandals to account. 

Peter Scott-Presland 
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Glenys Parry at CHE 

The main speaker at CHE’s Quarterly Meeting on 27 
January 2018 was Professor Glenys Parry, Chair of CHE 
in the early 1970s. 

Glenys introduced herself by saying how proud she 
felt at having been part of the early days of CHE. She 
had spent the train journey from Sheffield thinking 
about what she might say, and had also looked up ref-
erences to herself in Peter Scott-Presland’s com-
prehensive first volume of Amiable Warriors, which 
had helped her to remember other details.  

Already in the early 1970s she identified as a ‘gay 
activist’. Her debut, while a student in Manchester, 
had come about through spotting an advertisement 
for a CHE meeting in a Manchester suburb. A little 
later, she was invited to a club where she would be 
able to meet lesbians. ‘It was just so exciting.’ She 
reminisced about inviting a young gay man to meet 
her parents, as part of her warm-up to telling them 
that she herself was gay. The young man spotted a 
vase of flowers in the room and by chance they hap-
pened to be pansies. He put one behind his ear: sens-
ing a somewhat hostile reaction to him on the part of 
Glenys’s father, he said ‘Don’t you like pansies then, 
Mr Parry?’ This she described as an example of 

‘separation individuation’. 
Glenys and others in Manchester decided that they 

would actively and boldly campaign for gay men and 
women to be treated equally wth straight people. 
During this early phase she got to meet a number of 
locally prominent people, including the Bishop of 
Middleton, who looked at her palm, and said to her, 
portentously, ‘Can you already see the marks where 
you are going to be crucified?’ Although sympathetic 
to the cause, the Bishop was concerned that the CHE 
team did not seem to be aware of the dangers they 
faced from miscomprehension or hostility. 

The University of Manchester GaySoc (possibly the 
first ever university GaySoc) encouraged pairs of 
women and then men to take to the floor at the 
dances run by the University Ballroom Society. Two 
women dancing together was then seen as acceptable 
but two men dancing together was regarded with 
horror! (There was already a shortage of men, why 
lose more to the gay world?) 

In the context of the Wolfenden report, Man-
chester University Debating Society invited the well-
known and broadly sympathetic columnist, the Earl of 
Arran, to debate the proposition that ‘The homo-
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sexual is a man [sic] that should be pitied and not con-
demned.’ Lord Arran spoke for the motion but speak-
ers supporting CHE 
and Manchester Uni-
versity GaySoc de-
feated it. Lord Arran 
was puzzled by the 
opposition to the 
motion, which had 
been designed to be 
sympathetic to the 
gay activist cause. 
But he was soundly 
disabused. 

In those early days 
there was no tension 
between gay men 
and lesbians: ‘We 
saw ourselves as 
men and women 
working together in a 
spirit of harmonious non-gender collaboration.’ 

At that time few professional psychologists were 
openly understanding and supportive of gay people. 

There was a widespread belief that aversion therapy 
could ‘convert’ homosexual people into ‘straight’ men 

and women. There 
were even attempts 
at training in social 
skills, for example to 
teach gay men how 
to be ‘butch’ (and 
something similar for 
gay women). 

At much the 
same time as CHE, 
the Gay Liberation 
Front (GLF) began to 
campaign vigorously. 
CHE and GLF operat-
ed independently 
but were able to see 
themselves as com-
plementary. Both 
were supported by 

the campaigning but deeply informative newspaper 
Gay News. Glenys interviewed well-known figures for 
CHE and for Gay News, including Christopher 

Glenys Parry and Ross Burgess  
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Isherwood. 
Glenys reminisced about the battle to persuade 

Morecambe to let them hold the first CHE conference 
there. At first, they were told it would be free, but 
then, after an acrimonious debate in the Town Coun-
cil, this offer was 
withdrawn. CHE 
called More-
cambe’s bluff by 
saying that it was 
perfectly willing 
to pay whatever 
it cost: the offer 
was enthusias-
tically accepted 
but there was no 
official civic re-
ception such as 
had been offered 
originally togeth-
er with the free venue. 

The CHE annual conferences were not only vibrant 
and successful but addressed the broader context as 
expressed in such questions as ‘What kind of society 

do we want to live in, and what can we do to bring 
about such a society and to sustain it?’  

CHE became increasingly active in addressing social 
problems that affected gay men and women as much 
as the general population: mental health; depression; 

loneliness and 
anxiety. It was no-
ticed that these 
ills most markedly 
affected gay men 
and women in the 
older generation. 

Gandhi’s dic-
tum that ‘You 
have got to be the 
change that you 
want to effect in 
the world’, was 
quoted often 
with warm ap-

proval as the grounding point of activism. 
Social acceptance of gay men and women was 

simply not there in the 1960s, 70s and 80s in the way 
that it mostly is today. At that time it was difficult for 

Glenys Parry addresses the meeting  
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gay people to ‘come out’: they struggled to come out 
to themselves, even; they struggled to come out to 
their families (as many still do); they struggled to 
come out to their work colleagues; they struggled to 
come out to society as a whole. 

Coming out to family, friends and colleagues still 
requires adequate preparation and support. Having 
someone to talk to is important. Glenys drew atten-
tion to the many YouTube films about coming out. If 
people are wrestling with coming out it would be very 
helpful to tell them about these films. 

Glenys stressed the extreme importance of our ALL 
coming out. Until that has been achieved it is not pos-
sible to say that gay men and women have truly 
achieved equality. 

Hostility has been particularly marked in certain 
areas, and in some of these (the world of football for 
example) huge efforts are being made to combat 
racism and homophobia. 

In the discussion following Glenys’s talk, Michael 
Steed reminded us of the negative effect of the be-
haviour of the police both before and after the 1967 
legislation (which only partially de-criminalised ho-
mosexuality). The police freely used the charge of 

‘causing an obstruction’ to justify arrests, agents 
provocateurs were deployed, and people were treat-
ed harshly in demonstrations, even though to demon-
strate is a democratic right in the UK. 

One participant asked whether it might be feasible 
to reverse the legislation which permits gay marriage. 
This is currently being attempted in Bermuda, a 
Crown Colony, and is a ‘hot potato’ for the Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office. Many members of the legal 
profession are appalled at the consequences of re-
versing this legislation (advocated by amongst others 
Jacob Rees-Mogg MP) which would severely damage 
long-established principles and have consequences 
for other areas of the law.  

Peter Burman 
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The main speaker at our conference on 2 July 2017 
was the journalist Nicholas de Jongh.  

Nicholas related details of his careers from the 

early 1970s in journalism (The Guardian and the 
Evening Standard) and the theatre, and explained that 

CHE AGM and Conference, July 2017 

Nicholas de Jongh addressing the meeting 
(Ross Burgess in the chair) 

in the early days it was necessary to keep a low 
profile as a gay man in those spheres, which could be 
centres of homophobia. He was arts reporter for The 
Guardian from 1973 but found the paper refused to 
deal with gay issues properly, with no discussion of 
the problems faced by LGBT people. The paper also 
treated Peter Tatchell's efforts on LGBT and human 
rights with indifference. In 1976, Nicholas had an 
acting part in the film Sebastiane, directed by his 
friend Derek Jarman. He transitioned to writing plays 
around 2008 – Plague over England was a success, 
making it to the West End. 

We next saw a recently-discovered film, about 25 
minutes long, of the Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence 
commemorating in 1995 a century since the arrest of 
Oscar Wilde. The film was introduced by Ray Harvey-
Amer, who had been one of the Sisters, and who 
appeared prominently in the film. 

It showed, through an enactment in three parts, 
the Sisters processing through London, visiting 
various places connected with the arrest and trial of 
Oscar Wilde: the Cadogan Hotel, Bow Street 
Magistrates Court, and Westminster Abbey. 

As usual, we heard reports from the Executive and 
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approved the Annual Report and accounts. 

The Conference agreed one emergency motion, 
calling for the Executive to donate £10,000 to the 
Peter Tatchell Foundation. See page 10. 

 

Members watching the film 

Campaign priorities 

CHE’s campaign priorities are determined by votes at 
the Annual Conference. 

We are currently being guided by the resolutions 
passed at the 2015, 2016 and 2017 Conferences, on 
the following areas: 
• The Human Rights Act: we will continue to monitor 

this, but it seems unlikely to come up as an issue 
while the Brexit negotiations are going on. 

• Equal marriage in Northern Ireland: see page 24. 
• LGBT history and archives: see pages 6, 11 and 22. 
• Gayle Newland: see page 21. 
• CHE Archives: work is progressing on this. 
• Support for Peter Tatchell: see page 10. 

See www.c-h-e.org.uk/campaign.shtml for a 
summary of the relevant Conference motions. 

The full text of the motions can also be found on 
our website. See  
• www.c-h-e.org.uk/motions2015.shtml 
• www.c-h-e.org.uk/motions2016.shtml 
• www.c-h-e.org.uk/motions2017.shtml  

The text of any motions passed at the 2018 
Conference will similarly be uploaded in due course. 



18  

Elsa Beckett, who has died aged 79, was for forty 
years a member of CHE, and, with her life partner 
Kathryn Bell (no official knot-tying for them), a cam-
paigner and organiser of a number of disabled and 
LGBT groups. Elsa and Kathryn were to be 
seen on many marches and at Pride festi-
vals, Kathryn pushing Elsa’s wheelchair a 
familiar sight.  

Elsa and Kathryn had known each other 
since their teenage years; they met in 
what was then Northern Rhodesia, in 
1952, when Kathryn was eighteen. Kathryn 
moved to the UK in 1966 and Elsa joined 
her in 1969.  

They started subscribing to Sappho in 
the early 1970s, and in 1976 responded to an advert 
which led them to East London CHE, a mainly social 
group with a strong female membership – at least, 
until all the women except Elsa and Kathryn left in 
protest against an article by the convenor in a local 
paper, saying that lesbians should not be allowed to 
raise children, who needed a parent of each gender. 
The two of them stuck with CHE, however, even after 
CHE shed its local groups in the 1983 shakeup which 

was meant to streamline the campaigning side of the 
organisation but in fact all but destroyed it.  

The same issue of Sappho which publicised CHE 
also had a small ad from another disabled lesbian 

looking for friendship, which Elsa and 
Kathryn responded to. From their meeting 
came the idea of GEMMA, the support and 
social group for disabled lesbians, which at 
its height had over a hundred members, 
and published a quarterly newsletter. It is 
still going, in rather reduced numbers. 
Elsa and Kathryn joined the Gay Authors 
Workshop shortly after it was founded by 
Mike Harth in early 1978. Elsa had been 
writing stories and plays since a child, the 

plays regularly performed by young friends for the 
benefit of an extended family and their friends. Under 
her pen name Elsa Wallace, Elsa’s stories appeared 
regularly in the GAW quarterly newsletter, the maga-
zine Gazebo, and in the anthologies which GAW start-
ed publishing in the 1990s. She had three stand-alone 
collections of short stories, Kissyface and Others, The 
Monkey Mirror and Ghosts and Gargoyles, published 
by Paradise Press, as well a haunting novella A Short 

Elsa Beckett (1939–2018) 
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History of Lord Hyena, and a novel, Merle, now out of 
print. At the time of her death she and Kathryn were 
working on a joint anthology, Levity and Brevity, 
which Kathryn is intending to complete.  

It was inevitable that a woman of Elsa’s strong con-
victions and organisational ability should be drawn to 
the world of disability politics. Much of her life was 
made less convenient by a hobbling lack of access-
ibility, in buildings as in transport. Until recently travel 
was only possible by taxi, and that, until Ken Living-
stone’s GLC, unsubsidised. Elsa served as a disability 
auditor locally in Newham, and was a member of 
SPOD (Sexual Problems of the Disabled), bringing the 
worlds of LGBT and Disability campaigning together. 
On one occasion she and Kathryn picketed a CHE Win-
ter Fayre which Griff Vaughan Williams had unwisely 
organised in a hotel up several flights of stairs. 

Elsa was buried in May 2018 in natural woodland, 
with a simple, moving, home-made ceremony full of 
love and devoid of God. She will live on in the lives 
she enriched and the shrewd, shapely and humane 
fiction she wrote. Our thoughts are with Kathryn. 

Peter Scott-Presland 

The UK LGBT Archive (www.lgbtarchive.uk/wiki is a 
Wikipedia-style record of British LGBT people, places 
and organisations. The aim is to produce a compre-
hensive encyclopaedia of LGBT life in the UK from 
Julius Caesar to the present day, with entries for every 
county, district, 
and major town 
in the British 
Islands. It now 
has over 4,000 
articles, which 
have together 
been viewed 
over 14 million times. 

It was founded by Jonathan Harbourne in June 
2011 as ‘the LGBT History Project’. The 2015 CHE 
Conference pledged CHE to support it, and it adopted 
its current name following discussions on the fringe of 
that Conference. We’re still discussing what form 
CHE’s support should take. Meanwhile the project 
always needs new volunteer editors. Please contact 
me at ross@foxearth.net if interested. 

Ross Burgess 

The UK LGBT Archive 
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Homo Promos Theatre Company presented the com-
munity play The Key Hole by Peter Scott-Presland with 
a cast of ten as part of Southwark LGBT Pride in July 
2017. 

The play was an enact-
ment of the trial and execu-
tion of the last two men to 
be hanged for sodomy in 
England. James Pratt and 
John Smith were sent to their 
deaths in 1835; Charles Dick-
ens visited them in prison 
prior to their execution, and 
described the scene in 
Sketches by Boz.  

As part of his research, 
Peter tracked down the 
house where the two men were arrested in August 
1834; though much rebuilt, it is still recognisably the 
same address, just off Blackfriars Road. Intriguingly, 
the house had been the home of pioneer feminist and 
‘free love’ advocate, Mary Wollstonecraft, some forty 
years previously, and had a blue plaque to that effect. 

So the play was performed outside the house, in 
the presence of the former Mayor of Southwark, Cllr 
Kath Whittam, and Fr Frank Ryan, whose dissertation 

about the case struck the 
spark to write the play. After 
the play flowers were laid 
outside the house and can-
dles lit, and Cllr Whittam 
voiced her support to getting 
an additional blue plaque 
placed there to com-
memorate the injustice. 

A second performance was 
given later that afternoon in 
Deptford, near the site of 
where James Pratt had lived 
with his wife and two 

children. This one was attended by the elected Mayor 
of Lewisham, Sir Steve Bullock, and also filmed. Homo 
Promos are currently editing the footage to make a 
hybrid drama-documentary with film-maker Tom 
Cordell. 

The Key Hole 
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Having taken time out for other projects (see pages 7 
and 20) Peter Scott-Presland has returned to Amiable 
Warriors, Volume Two – The Road to Morecambe Pier, 
with renewed concentration. He is about 60 per cent 

through the writing, and 
currently working on the 
early campaign for educa-
tion about homosexuality 
in schools. In the last year 
he has conducted another 
dozen interviews; he is 
also interested in any pho-
tos people might have of 
CHE activities in the 1970s. 

Given the questions 
about the future direction 
of CHE, Peter is naturally 
concerned that the money 

for the book should be ring-fenced, and that there 
should be an infrastructure still in place to get the 
book proof-read, formatted for the printers, adver-
tised, distributed and sold. Volume Two should be out 
in early 2019, and Volume Three in 2021. 

Amiable Warriors  

Our 2016 Annual Conference voted to support Gayle 
Newland, convicted in September 2015 of ‘sex by de-
ception’ for having a six-month relationship with a 
woman who apparently believed Gayle was a man. 
The sex was between consenting adults in private. We 
considered that an 8-year sentence was dispropor-

tionate, especially when compared to much shorter 
sentences given to sexual offenders who use violence. 
The circumstances were bizarre: Gayle (or rather Gail, 
it seems) used a strap-on dildo; the complainant 
agreed to wear a blindfold at all times when they 
were together, and apparently did not realise that her 
boyfriend ‘Kye’ was the same person as a woman 
with whom she had become friends. 

Gayle’s conviction was overturned in October 
2016, but she was convicted again at a re-trial in 
July 2017. Her sentence has been somewhat 
reduced, and we understand she is not considering 
a further appeal. See www.facebook.com/
supportgaylenewland/. 

Gayle Newland 
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CHE was among the nominees for the Gay Times 
Honours in November 2017. We were shortlisted for 
the ‘Anthony Grey Gay Times Honour: Government 
and Policy’; Nick Billingham and Nettie Pollard 
represented us at the event in the National Portrait 
Gallery. 

We were not impressed by the organisers’ grasp of 
LGBT history: they described CHE as a charity (we 
never have been) and named one of the awards after 
Allan Horsfall without recognising him as our founder. 
Josh Rivers, the editor of Gay Times, even sought to 
have Nettie Pollard excluded from the event. It was 
perhaps poetic justice that Josh Rivers himself was 
sacked after a very short reign as editor for having 
posted very offensive material on Twitter.  

We always welcome new members. As a paid-up 
member of CHE you’ll receive a newsletter or other 
mailing three or four times a year, plus the chance to 
influence our future direction and take part in our 
campaigns. We are a democratic organisation, and all 
decisions are taken either by our Annual Conference, 
or by the Executive Committee, which is elected by 
the membership. 

There’s a modest annual subscription, fixed from 
time to time by the EC and we welcome payment by 
monthly standing order. You can write to us at the 
address on the back page, download the form at  
www.c-h-e.org.uk/pdfs/che-membership-form.pdf – 
this will give the current subscription rates – or email 
us at membership@c-h-e.org.uk. 

And if you’re already a member, and would like to 
help us further, why not ask about joining the EC or 
becoming a Trustee. People with an interest in LGBT 
or with administrative skills will be find plenty of 
scope for their talents! 

And we should mention that members are 
welcome to join the social events organised by 
SLAGO: see http://www.lgbt-croydon.org.uk/slago. 

The GAY Times Honours How you can help 
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News in Brief 

CHE is a member of: 
• The Consortium of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans-

gendered Voluntary and Community Organisations 

• The Cutting Edge Consortium 

• SLAGO (the Surrey and London Association of Gay 
Organisations) 

• ILGA (the International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans 
and Intersex Association) 

CHE supports: 
• LGBT History Month 

• The UK LGBT Archive (formerly the LGBT History 
Project) 

Affiliated groups: 
• Berkshire Older Lesbian and Gay Forum (BOLGaF) 

• CAGS (Croydon Area Gay Society) 

• The Proud Trust (formerly LGBT Youth North West) 

• Marylebone and Paddington CHE Group 

We welcome affiliation by LGBT groups, or by other 
organisations that support the aims of CHE. 

Associated organisations 

We very much regret to announce the death in his 
mid-80s of Bernard Crowe, who joined CHE in the 
1970s and served as an EC member from 1988 to 
2014. He was Secretary of CHE for a couple of years, 
and subsequently Treasurer for many years, retiring in 
2010. Living in Bradford, he regularly attended EC 
meetings in London until the late 2000s when he 
became ill and found it difficult to travel. 

Besides CHE, Bernard had been a committee 
member of Quest, the group that gives pastoral 
support to LGBT Catholics, and also of the Bradford 
Gay Group. He worked as a local government officer 
for many years 

The future of civil partnerships continues to be 
debated, following a court decision that restricting 
them to same-sex couples only is unlawful. 

Peter Tatchell is supporting the campaign for civil 
partnerships to be opened up to opposite-sex couples 
in the UK (as has already happened in the Isle of Man); 
on the other hand the Government was at one point 
said to be considering abolishing them altogether. 
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The October–November 2017 issue of Peace News 
included a review by ‘Benjamin’ of Amiable Warriors 
Volume One: ‘… it does not seek to rationalise or 
justify the attitudes of the 
time, but rather to step 
inside experiences which 
were different from those 
of today. As such it repre-
sents an archive of vivid, 
first-hand, oral history. ’ 

A leaflet advertising 
the book was included in 
the same issue of the 
magazine. 

CHE is taking steps to comply with the new General 
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). The revised 
membership forms and renewal forms are much more 
explicit in requiring members to assent to our use of 
their data, and we are removing unnecessary data 
(and data about lapsed members) from our records. 
Email mailings in future will use MailChimp, which 
always gives recipients the option to unsubscribe. 

In Northern Ireland, while the Stormont government 
is suspended, pressure has mounted for the Westmin-
ster parliament to pass legislation to allow same-sex 
marriage there. A bill to bring about that change was 
introduced by the Labour backbencher Conor McGinn 
with considerable cross-party support, but it was 
blocked by a backbench Conservative MP. 

The UK Government has said that it believes the 
law in Northern Ireland should be brought into line 
with rest of the UK, but that this should be left to the 
Northern Ireland Assembly when or if the suspension 
is lifted. Clearly the Tories’ dependence for support 
from the DUP places them in a very awkward position 
and it remains to be seen what will happen next.  

In August 2017 the Scottish Episcopal Church began 
holding same-sex weddings. This follows the example 
of the Episcopal Church in the United States, but has 
been condemned by the Archbishop of Canterbury: 
the Scottish church is to be excluded from certain 
roles within the Anglican Communion. 
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We once again had a stall at the London Metropolitan 
Archives’ LGBT conference on 2 December 2017, 
selling copies of Amiable Warriors and promoting CHE 
and the UK LGBT Archive. 

When the first three impressions of Amiable Warriors 
Volume One sold out we commissioned a fourth im-
pression from a new printer (the original printer hav-
ing gone out of business). This was not a success: the 
binding was distinctly inferior and we by mistake sup-
plied the printers with an incorrect version of the cov-
er design. 

The fifth impression, now on sale, has a much im-

proved binding and a subtly redesigned cover. You 

can order copies (£35 including post and packaging, or 

£20 for paid-up CHE members) from www.amiable-

warriors.uk/buy.shtml. Email info@c-h-e.org.uk for 

more information. You might also like to ask your lo-

cal library or bookshop to stock it. 

In February 2018 the Mayor of London, Sadiq Khan, 
announced his support for Queer Britain, which aims 
to create ‘a world-leading LGBTQ+ museum’ in 
London. See https://queerbritain.org.uk/. 

Peter Burman and Ross Burgess with the stall 

As this Annual Report went to press we were 
supporting a CHE member who had been deported to 
Nigeria after failing to attend an hearing because the 
authorities had sent the notification to the wrong 
address. He is seeking asylum on the grounds that his 
sexual orientation would make it unsafe for him to 
remain in Nigeria. 
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Income and Expenditure Account for 2017 

2016     2017  

   Income:  

 £276.05   Sales of Amiable Warriors Volume One  £300.00 

 £2,104.00   Subscriptions and donations  £2,105.00 

 £5,036.70   Legacies (2016 Iain Buist; 2017 John Payton)  £7,756.48 

 £504.25   Bank interest  £426.98 

 £7,921.00   Total  £10,588.46 

  Expenditure:  

 –   Amiable Warriors: writing / research (Peter Scott-Presland)  – 

 £522.67    Travel, etc expenses  £60.00 

 £1,995.24    Interview transcription  £336.41 

 –    Publicity  £39.99 

 £14.65    Postage and packing  £28.30 

 £2,532.56   Total for Amiable Warriors  £464.70 

   Donation (Peter Tatchell Foundation)  £10,000.00 

 £825.00   Miscellaneous donations and affiliations  £1,166.59 

 £1,060.00   Office rent and meetings  £118.90 

 £367.00   Printing (annual report, leaflets)  £367.00 

 £395.63   Postage, stationery, bank charges and audit  £395.63 

 £5,180.19   Total  £12,295.09 

 £2,740.81  Surplus (Deficit) for the year   (£1,706.63) 
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Balance Sheet 

Treasurer’s Report 
I hereby present the CHE accounts for the year ended 31 December 2017. As will be seen, CHE made a deficit on the 
year, attributable to the one-off donation to the Peter Tatchell Foundation. 

At the time of going to press we were still awaiting a final bank statement in respect of the Co-op Bank deposit ac-
count. These accounts are therefore provisional. We aim to have final audited accounts by the CHE Conference in June 
2018. 

Ross Burgess, Treasurer, 24 May 2018  

2016     2017  
   Current assets at 31 December:  

 £13,779.50   Co-op Bank current account  £11,410.19 

 £30,338.43   Co-op Bank deposit account  £30,678.80 

 £86.17   Santander Bank current account  £122.17 

 £34,614.01   Santander Bank deposit account  £34,700.62 

 £644.66   Unity Trust Bank current account  £844.36 

 £46.40   PayPal  £46.40 

 £79,509.17   Total current assets  £77,802.54 
    

  Represented by:   

 £76,768.36   Balance at 1 January  £79,509.17 

 £2,740.81   Plus surplus (less deficit) on year  (£1,706.63) 

 £79,509.17   Balance at 31 December  £77,802.54 



Part of LGBT history since 1964 

CHE, c/o London Friend 
86 Caledonian Road 

London N1 9DN 
  

07941 914340 
 

www.c-h-e.org.uk     
www.amiable-warriors.uk 

info@c-h-e.org.uk 
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